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>>CLYDE TERRY: If everyone could find a place, please.

IT everyone could find a place. May I have your
attention? will you all please rise as the New Hampshire state
police drill team post the colors of the great country of the
United States of America.

>> Oh, say can you see. By the dawn"s early light. What so
proudly we hail. As the twilight®s last gleaming. Whose broad
stripes and bright stars. Through the perilous fight. Or the
ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming.

And the rockets red glare. The bomb®s bursting it in
air. Gave proof to the night. That our flag was still there.

Oh, say does that star spangled banner yet wave. For the
land of the free. And the home of the brave! [Applause.]

>>CLYDE TERRY: Thank you. Thank you so much. Will you
please remain standing for the retirement of the colors?

Okay. [Indeed, thank you all. And thanks Donna Lombarda
a member of the faculty of the Manchester community school for
the rendition of our National Anthem. Thank you.

Please be seated.

Good morning. My name is Clyde Terry. And I"m the CEO
of Granite State Independent Living. And on behalf of the
Board, staff and members of GSIL, I want to welcome all of you



to this ground breaking event of the New Hampshire Presidential
primary. As a community we have come together as truly a
sleeping giant of the potential of effecting public policy. And
this event today is a milestone of achieving our voice on the
national stage. We represent one In five adults In this country
between the ages of 18 and 6 4. One in nine children have a
disability. And the growing population of one iIn two Americans
over the age of 65. And that population expected to rise.

Between persons with disabilities, their families, their
friends, their caregivers, their educators, we truly are a
sleeping giant. And if we can exercise and use our voice and
educate our family and friends and those around us as to what
our issues are, we will effect positive change not only for
ourselves but for all Americans.

Some day we will be able to fulfill our vision of a
Equality opportunity and access for all. 1In a recent
documentary called a shadow of a moon astronaut Jim Lovett
talked about his journeys to the moon and telling his father who
was born prior to the Wright brothers first flight at kitty
hawk. And his father simply saying that he could not relay.

Jim Lovett went onto say that he talked about his trip to his
five-year-old son and his son said: No big deal.

Our dream is some day that our journey of equality,
opportunity and access will become no big deal. Because people
with disabilities will be full participants in their community.
Competitively employed. And achieving the American dream just
like everyone else.

[Applause.]
>>CLYDE TERRY: This event today is one of the milestones on
that journey. As we get the leaders of this country to share in
our vision of America for all. To share iIn our vision of
justice. To share iIn our vision of equality. And to share in
our vision of opportunity.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you, all, for coming here
today to this ground breaking opportunity. And we hope that the
Presidential candidates, those seeking the highest office in the
land, will share our vision of a future and join us In our
dreams to succeed. Indeed, thank you all for coming.
[Applause.]

>>CLYDE TERRY: At this time I would like to introduce one of
the sponsors of this event that really made this possible.
Recent changes in Federal law put forums such as this in sort of
a unique category of complying with the law. And that is we
needed somebody called a media exception or the Tim Russert
exception so that we could have a forum where the candidates
could come in and spend some real time with us sharing their
views. And the way to accomplish that is to ensure that we had
a media outlet so that this could be broadcast across the state.



I"m pleased to introduce that we have a partner In Manchester
Community Television. And we have their Executive Director,
Dr. Grace Sullivan with us here today to make this possible.
Thank you so much, Grace.
[Applause.]

>>GRACE SULLIVAN: I would like to welcome all of you to the
city of Manchester and to this very important conference. At
Manchester Community Television our mission iIs to ensure that
Manchester have the highest level of educated citizenship. And
you being here over 35 organizations and many individuals
bringing your knowledge, your strength, your passion, your
creativity and most importantly your voices to Manchester New
Hampshire the largest city in the state of the first in the
nation primary. Because in New Hampshire, you just don®"t listen
to the candidates. You ask the candidates questions.

A person cannot be become President of the United States
unless they speak to people here in New Hampshire in people®s
homes, diners, clubs. So use your voices here today. It iIs a
privilege. It°s an honor to be able to host this event.

And more importantly, I hope you all enjoy the city and
have a good time while you®"re here. Thank you.

[Applause.]

>>CLYDE TERRY: Thank you, Grace. As many of you may know,
not only is this event being held here in Manchester and
broadcast around the state of New Hampshire, we"re also
broadcasting this across the country. Trying to use the latest
in technology to webcast this to -- from California to Florida
and beyond. with particular emphasis to our friends in lowa,
South Carolina and Nevada. Hello, 1If you see us out there.
Good morning. It"s early particularly in Nevada. And welcome
to this great event.

In addition to that technology, we are also attempting
something new today for our individuals and friends and
colleagues who are deaf and hard of hearing. We are using a
CART system which is remote. Actually the persons who are
listening to us right here on the web are sitting somewhere in
Illinois. And they are remotely transcribing this event to our
friends and colleagues who are deaf and hard of hearing.

IT this works successfully, this will expand the
availability of CART to conferences not only for this community.
But we can educate other conferences that this is affordable,
efficient way to make sure that persons who are deaf and hard of
hearing are included in all aspects of American life.

So work with us to make sure this works today.

At this time I would also like to introduce the president
pro tem of the New Hampshire Senate. Senator Maggie Hassan who
has long shared our vision of equality and opportunities for
persons with disability. Senator Hassin.



[Applause.]
>> Good morning. A very warm New Hampshire welcome to all of
you on what we here call a crisp New England day. [1"m delighted
that you"re here. 1°m delighted to see so many of you here.

I"ve been asked to speak to you about the importance of
the issues of equality, opportunity and access for those with
disabilities in the upcoming Presidential Election. For those
of you who don"t know, my passion about this issue comes from
the fact that 1 have a 19-year-old son who happens to have
cerebral palsy. A wonderful young man. But a man whose life is
very different today because of the progress we already have
made in the issue of equal opportunity for all with
disabilities. But who also knows, as all of you do, that there
is great progress still to be made.

I drove in here today thinking a little bit about how to
put the concerns of a mother and a state legislator into common
parlance for those of you who may not be as familiar with the
issues that individuals and their families with disabilities
face.

And 1 thought a little bit about the bridge collapse iIn
Minnesota this summer. After that terrible news came across the
airways, we all obviously were saddened and regretted the loss
of life. And then we began to think about the significance of
that crumbling infrastructure.

I think we all thought about the fact that there was a
whole metropolitan economy at stake when that infrastructure
crumbled. And then we thought about the personal inconvenience
and challenge for all of the people who commute in and out of
Minneapolis and Saint Paul. And we thought about the impact on
economy. And we thought, also, about the uncertainty that that
bridge collapse posed for all of us. That iInfrastructure that
we all rely on. Those of us who are able-bodied rely on every
day all of a sudden seemed a little less certain.

That infrastructure, roads, bridges, police, public
education, all of that infrastructure is so critical to the
quality of life for all of us i1s something that I think much of
the able-bodied world takes for granted.

But for those of us who either have disabilities or live
with somebody who has a disability, that uncertainty Is present
all the time.

Two stories to tell you a little bit about where we are
in New Hampshire and why we still have work to do.

I*m the chair of a commission on employment issues that
face veterans in the state of New Hampshire. And recently a
veteran came In and said: Well, I"ve been looking for work.
I1"ve had a little bit of luck. But I°ve learned to keep quiet
about the fact that I1'm a disabled veteran.

He said: Because as soon as | say the word disabled, the



employers eyes glaze over and | don"t get the job.

Now, we passed legislation in New Hampshire two years ago
to make sure that New Hampshire employers had to have the same
standard as Federal employers do for reasonable accommodations.
We have laws on the books in this state that require equal
opportunity and non-discrimination.

But what that veteran was telling us is that he still
faces discrimination. And that there"s a large population of
employers in this state who still don"t know about their
obligations. And worse, don"t know enough about people with
disabilities to even engage with an applicant about what his
abilities are.

That"s one story.

The second thing I want to share with you is that as the
mother of a 19-year-old man with severe physical disabilities, 1
don"t have the same certainty and vision about his future. And
he doesn®"t, either. As 1| do for my 14-year-old daughter who
doesn®t happen to have disabilities.

My son had the great benefit of special education in the
exit of public schools. He was included Into a mainstream
program. And the school 1In our community has been wonderfully
welcoming to him.

But we do not know once he turns 21 what his future will
be. AIll of those resources that help him learn and be a full
participant in his school community, all of those resources risk
being squandered because we don"t have the infrastructure in
place to help him be the full participant In New Hampshire-®s
community life that 1 know he can be.

For all the progress we have made -- and i1t is
significant -- for the closing of the Laconia state school in
New Hampshire, which was one of the high points, if not the high
point for people with disabilities in this state In the last
generation, for all of the progress we"ve made, we still have
progress to come.

For those of you who aren®"t from New Hampshire and may
not be as familiar with what®s happening in your own state,
please know that here despite the laws on the books that give
children the right to a special education, a free and
appropriate education, we don®"t have enough expertise and
trained people iIn our school system to provide the kind of
services and educational opportunities that our young people
with disabilities need.

There seems to me to be a real retrenchment in our
commitment to special education because It iIs expensive. And
because after only 30 years of trying, people are beginning to
feel its too difficult.

Those are things that can be solved with full funding
from the Federal government for special education services, as



we were promised.
[Applause.]
>> And they can be solved further, as we move forward with
the vision that doesn"t stop at age 21 with full supports,
liveable wage, benefits, training and a professional career path
for direct service workers.
[Applause.]
>> This country was founded on the notion that we have an
ongoing obligation to make progress. Read the declaration. Go
back and read the Constitution and read the New Hampshire
Constitution. They call us to do better all the time.

And this country has made its greatest, greatest strides
when we have looked out to those who are marginalized and
brought them into the mainstream of our cultural and educational
and civic and political lives. And that"s what we need to
continue to work for.

I have a vision for my family that goes something like
this: My 19-year-old son will be able to continue to develop
and learn and discover what he"s good at and build a life for
himself that is independent of the life of my husband and me.
Just the way I hope and believe that my 14-year-old daughter
will be able to do.

And then I have a vision that my husband and 1 will work
until we feel we"re done. Save for our retirement. And then
retire knowing that our children have independent and full lives
respected by their peers, able to contribute to the economic
can, social, civic and political life of this state and this
country. And knowing that because they can do that, this state
and this country will be a better place.

So that"s the vision 1 share with all of the candidates
today. We have great work to do. But as always, when we bring
people In from the margins and when we work for them to be free,
and have the power of self determination and self sufficiency,
we all benefit. 1 thank you for being here. And 1 look forward
to the day.

[Applause.]

>>CLYDE TERRY: Thank you, Senator. Thank you so much. And

now it"s time to pass the reigns of this program over to our
national sponsors. We have a lot of groups. A lot in this
hall. A lot of people from across the country that came
together to make this event happen. And one of the principle
architects of this and consultants on this venture was the
American association of person®s with disabilities. AAPD. At
this time I would like to turn the microphone over to its CEO
and president, a friend of New Hampshire who might even be
wearing a New Hampshire tie this morning, I"m not sure,
Mr. Andrew Imparato. Thank you.

[Applause.]



>>ANDREW IMPARATO: Thank you, Clyde. Let me -- before Clyde
leaves the stage, let"s here it for Clyde Terry and all of his
staff at Granite State.

[Applause.]

>>ANDREW IMPARATO: 1°m delighted to be here. And 1 just
want to point out that the shot has united financial association
and VSAR in the shot so we expect you all to pay extra for the
sponsorship. But in all seriousness | do want to echo what
Clyde said and welcome the folks who are watching on the
Internet and on television around the state of New Hampshire and
around the country. This is an event for voters in New
Hampshire where you all represent a constituency of more than 50
million people around the country plus our family, plus our
friends. We"re a huge voting block. We"re a voting block that
doesn”"t get enough attention during political campaigns. And
we"re here to say that that needs to stop and It needs to stop
today.

So thank you, Granite State Independent Living.

[Applause.]

>>ANDREW IMPARATO: I want to echo, also, the theme of
today"s event, which i1s equality, opportunity and access. Those
three words are really about civil rights. And that"s why we"re
here today. We"re here today because people with disabilities
have a right to be full participants In all aspects of society.
And we need leadership from the top, from the White House. From
the President of the United States. In order for our civil
rights to be truly enforced and respected.

My organization, the American Association of People with
Disabilities was founded on the fifth anniversary of the
Americans With Disabilities Act by people like Paul Hern, Justin
Dart. 1. King Jordan and other national leaders in the
disability community who saw what happens when our community
comes together. When we come together we accomplish big things
like the Americans With Disabilities Act. And we accomplish big
things like this forum today. We"re delighted to have so many
candidates that have agreed to be here.

We reached out to every campaign, every Democrat, every
Republican running for President was contacted repeatedly. And
encouraged to be here. | want to acknowledge Ted Kennedy for
really reaching out aggressively to all of the campaigns. He"s
our Board Secretary at AAPD.

[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: And 1 also want to acknowledge Cheryl
Sensibrenner our Board chair who reached out aggressively, as
well.
[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: And Tony Coelho the vice chair of our
Board who has also been helping us get folks here.



[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: We have a lot of national sponsors
involved In today"s event. And their national leadership is
here to be part of the event with our brothers and sisters in
New Hampshire. From the American foundation the of the blind we
have Mark Rickert. Stand up as I announce you and stay standing
and we"ll applaud every. From the arc of the United States we
have Sue Swenson from the association of university centers on
disabilities we have George Jesien from the Epilepsy Foundation
we have their immediate past chair Tony Coelho. From the
National Association of the Deaf we have Barbara Raimondo from
it"s the national coalition of survivor organizations we have
Dan Fisher and Lauren Spiro from the National Council on
Independent Living. John Lancaster from the National Spinal
Cord Injury Association Marcie Ross. From the United Spinal
Association Paul Tobin.
From VSA Arts we have Sula Antonio. From telecommunications for
the deaf incorporated we have Claude Stout. And from Self
Advocates Becoming Empowered we have Julie Petty and Chester
Fin. So let"s hear it for all of the national sponsors and
their leaders who are here.
[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: 1 also want to acknowledge the other
sponsors. And I just don"t know who is iIn the room representing
them. But we also have AARP, ADAPT, United Cerebral Palsy,
Easter Seals, the New England Chapter and the national office of
paralyzed veterans of America. And | think that"s it for the
national sponsors. So let"s hear it for all of the sponsors.
[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: We also have local co-hosts for the
event. And they are listed. It includes the New Hampshire
Developmental Disabilities Council, the disability rights
center, which is the protection and advocacy agency for New
Hampshire. All ways accessible. The Institute on Disability.
The New Hampshire Chapter on the -- and the Boston Chapter of
the National Spinal Cord Injury Association. TASH and People
First of New Hampshire. So thank you for the local co-hosts.
[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: And before 1 introduce our MC, Ted
Kennedy Jr., 1 just want to say something briefly about why
we"re here.

We are here today because 17 years after the passage of
the Americans With Disabilities Act the employment rates for
people with disabilities in this country have not gone up. We
are here because people are still being forced into nursing
homes and other institutions. And are being forcibly medicated
when they complain about the way they are being treated.

We are here because children with disabilities are not



graduating from high school at a rate comparable to their peers.

We are here because the next generation of technologies
that are connecting our world and making it -- changing the
workplace are not including accessibility features at the design
stage of those technologies. We are here because the United
States Supreme Court has not embraced our civil rights. And
we"re still waiting for a Brown versus Board of Education
decision that truly reflects an understanding of the civil and
human rights of people with disabilities.

[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: We are here because our rights to vote
privately and independently is not being enforced. And we are
still having to fight to have equal access to the ballot box.
[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: We are here because our access to
healthcare, transportation, housing and supports in the
community is blocked by miserly budgets and overzealous
bureaucracies. We"re here because 17 years after the Americans
With Disabilities Act, we say that our time is now. That we are
ready to take our rightful place as full citizens, as voters, as
a central part of the American electric and the fabric of
American society.
So let"s hear 1t for all of the sponsors that are sending
that message today.
[Applause.]
>>ANDREW IMPARATO: Now, please join me in welcoming Ted
Kennedy Jr. Ted is an attorney. He"s a cancer survivor. He"s
an amputee. He"s the secretary of the AAPD Board of Directors.
He i1s one of the brightest lights In the next generation of
disability rights leaders. |I"m proud to have him as a friend
and a mentor. Please join me in welcoming Ted Kennedy Jr.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you. Well, thank you very much.
It"s great to be here In New Hampshire. We"re going to be
spending a lot of time together today. But one of my jobs is to
make sure that the program keeps moving along. So 1"m one of
the official time keepers. But let me just say before the
program begins how honored I am to be asked by Clyde Terry and
Granite State Independent Living to be today®"s moderator.

This is an incredible occasion. For those of you like me
who have been involved in disability rights issues, never before
has an event been put together on a scale like this. And we are
so thrilled that national political campaigns have taken the
time to come and learn about our issues and speak to our Issues.

Because we in the disability community believe that
people -- people with disabilities deserve the same rights and
opportunities as everybody else. We base our beliefs on
concepts of independent living, self determination, equality and



political and economic empowerment.

Unfortunately, the history of people with disabilities in
the United States has been one of social and political and
economic isolation. People for years throughout our US history
were removed. People with disabilities were removed from
society. We were educated and housed in separate facilities, in
separate communities and institutions, as iIf we had some sort of

contagious i1llness. Integration and participation in the public
life were not even -- were not even goals at that time.

We are a young movement. We have to remember that i1t was
really only about 30 years ago. In 1975 where the education for

all handicapped children act was all passed. Before that time
millions of children with disabilities were not even afforded an
education in the United States. The most powerful country in
the world.

We made incredible strides with the rehab act of 1973 and
with the ADA. And we"re not trying to hide or deny our

disabilities. |In fact, we are proud of who we are here today.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. We really -- you know, people -- 1"m on

the phone with a number of different communications people from
the various campaigns. And I"m trying to explain that we really
want the same thing out of life as everybody else. It really is
that simple. To go to school. To live in our own apartment.

To go to the movies. And restaurants with our friends. To have
a family.

To have a job and pay taxes. And to vote and participate
in the political process. We"re diverse. We have a lot of
different opinions. We may not all agree on everything.

But we are -- we all share and are unified I believe by a
common experience.

This 1s, again, a ground breaking event. 1 would like to
thank, again, the 23 national sponsors and Granite State. We
have tremendous leaders here today from the disability
community.

Also with us today in all likelihood is the next
President of the United States.

[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. I think 1"m going to ask the audience
just a couple of housekeeping. Obviously I think 1t"s important
for us to show our appreciation and respect to all the
candidates. Both Democrat and Republican. Who have taken time
to participate in this day"s event.

I think just by being here these campaigns and candidates
have already expressed their interest and commitment to
disability issues.

We have question cards on the tables I think for a number
of reasons, including the webcasting that we"re doing that"s



taking place nationwide. We felt it was better that the
questions all be asked from one location. But a number of
organizations have already been submitting questions to me.
That a representative of the die -- that are representative of
the diverse opinions of the group. But again, we"ll be
collecting the cards throughout the day. So please fill out
questions.

You can hand them to Ann Summers. Ann, will you raise
your hand? She"s sitting at the table over here.

She"s going to be collecting some of the questions from
the audience. And I think -- are we almost ready to introduce
our first speaker? 1™"m told my first duty -- and this is the
fun thing about being the moderator at an event like this.
Because you never know what is going to happen.

[Laughter.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR. Again, so Ann will collect the question
cards from throughout the day. My name official duty here is to
introduce New Hampshire state Senator Lou D*"Allesandro. 1Is Lou
in the building yet? No? Okay. Well, will somebody please
alert me when he arrives so we can get that portion of the
program going?

Just so you know by -- 1 want everybody to understand
that all -- as Andrew Imparato said, all political campaigns,
Democrat and Republican were contacted to participate in this
day"s event. And repeated attempts to get them to come ensued.
We have a couple of folks, including Senator John McCain this
afternoon, who is unable to be here in person. But is going to
be participating via telephone hookup. So we"re thrilled about
that.

We have, as you can see from your program, we have a
number of candidates who are going to be here in person, Senator
Clinton, Senator Bidden, Senator Dodd, congressmen Kucinich,
Congressman Bonior representing John Edwards, Senator Gravel and
Senator John McCain. So we have a very full program here today.

Okay. Well, you®"re going to hear my life story then.

[Laughter.]

[Applause.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR. You know, some people ask me, you know,
how did you get involved in the disability movement? And I
think like many of you, you know, it just, you know, kind of
happened to me one day when 1 was 12 years old. And the doctors
told me that I was going to lose part of my leg. And 1 thought
it was simply they meant cutting out the swollen part right
below my kneecap. And they said: No, from the knee down.

And 1 remember how shocked and horrified 1 was when 1 was
told that. Because | couldn®t imagine living my life with a
disability. Because you see, | had grown up believing that
having a disability was worse than living at all.



Even though I had grown up In this progressive family
with my uncles and my fathers, my aunt Rosemary for example born
with retardation and a very active family | was somehow in view
of this i1dea. And that"s why I"m spending so much time today
trying to break down the attitudes and stereotypes that surround
disability.

[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. And 1 think that®"s -- because | really
believe that it"s really not a person®s physical or mental
condition that creates the handicap. Most often iIt"s society"s
perception of that condition that is the most disabling thing.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. And 1 remember a tremendous amount of
social and emotional isolation that 1 experienced. And yes, |
tried to be brave and keep a smile on my face throughout
everything. But I remember when I was changing in the boys
locker room to go to swimming. Swimming was one of the sports 1
could continue to do. I would wait until all the other kids
would leave the locker room before I would remove my artificial
leg. Because to me, my stump looked purple. And it looked
deformed and disgusting. And I was incredibly ashamed by the
way 1 looked.

And 1 can remember my teachers and others saying: You
shouldn®t feel that way. Or: Don"t let that bother you. But
you know what? It did bother me. And if there®s one thing 1711
never say to my two children, 11l never say: Don"t let that
bother you.

And 1 share this story today because 1 think that people
with disabilities do -- have experienced a tremendous amount of
social and emotional isolation. And that is why we need to have
these connections. And we need to have civil rights so people
are able to -- be integrated not just in the school. But also
in every single aspect of life.

In college 1 met this woman named Judy Humen. I was

invited to go to the Yale political forum. 1 was a student at
Wesleyan in middle town. 1 had never heard of disability rights
before. 1 was about 20 years old. Didn"t even know what
disability law was. And I went down there. And 1 listened to
Judy Humen speak. And from that moment on, I realized that this

was my mission in my life. We all have the things that we do
for our work, what we have to do to provide for our families.
And then we have our life"s work. And this is | think, you
know, truly my life"s work.

So do I have to tell you more about my life? Or are we
ready to go?

Five more minutes.

I am going to ask at this point my good friend and co-
Board member, Cheryl Sensibrenner, who is the Board chair of



AAPD. She"s the wife of Congressman Jim Sensibrenner. She"s my
favorite Republican. And she is -- Cheryl is really almost
single handedly 1 think it"s fair to say leading the effort in
Washington, D.C. To get co-sponsors for the ADA restoration
acts. And I would like for her to bring everyone up to speed.

>> We"re going to do this together, though, aren®t we so
we"re always bipartisan. And we should have Tony up here, too,
I think. But what I thought we would do for a moment while
we"re waiting is talk a little bit about what®"s going to be
next. Ted, you were kind enough to talk about where we"ve been
coming in the last 30 years but let"s talk about hopefully what
we can get signed next year. Get passed by both parts of the
Congress and go onto have the President sign it. And that"s the
ADA restoration.

[Applause.]

>> Now, the thing about the ADA we thought we made 1t. We
thought we finally had what we needed. But without ADA
Restoration being passed, ADA will be an empty fulfillment for
us. What is happening right now with the courts as | see it,
and Ted, 1 think you would agree with me on this, is that the
courts are not understanding the definition of a disability.

Right now in particular people that have type 1 diabetes,
epilepsy, cancer, the intellectually challenged are being proved
-— First of all, they have to prove they are disabled before
they can go on and take their cases to court as far as
employment discrimination.

The original intent of the ADA -- and again, you“"re a
lawyer, Ted, you can tell me about this, as I understand, the
original intent of Congress was to keep the definition broad of
disabilities. And unlike other civil rights legislation that
has passed for our country, we disabled have to prove we"re
disabled.

Then we can talk about our civil rights. What"s going on
-— | like -- 1 testified at the -- had the opportunity to
testify before the judiciary committee a few weeks ago. As I
explained to them, I have a sister that has Down syndrome. 1,
myself, have a spinal cord injury. My sister that has Down
syndrome with her hard work over the years bought herself a car,
paid for her insurance. Drives around. She"s a taxi -- she®s a
taxicab for most of her friends. But because she 1s so high
functioning with her Down syndrome, she might have problems
proving -- and it"s been shown in some of the cases that she
really is disabled.

I don*"t think her waking up tomorrow morning and finding
that her chromosomes have been realigned.

Because she®s too high functioning, she iIs not protected
with her civil rights in employment. That"s crazy! She"s
disabled.



But she"s too high functioning. You know, I wear a leg
brace. Or how about it 1 had epilepsy and 1 take my insulin.
And it"s working for the time being. Well, we are always trying
to make 1t work.

But because of that, am 1 really disabled? The person
that®"s taking their insulin, doesn®t that make them all better?
They are not disabled.

So why do they need protection of their civil rights?
What kind of a message are we giving to the soldiers that are
coming back from lraq, from Afghanistan? You know, guys, why
don®"t you just sit around in front of the TV. Don"t worry.

Your civil rights will be protected because boy, oh, boy, you“re
disabled.

No, but if you really try hard, if you really try,
strive, continue to strive for your dreams, then maybe you®ll be
considered not disabled. And then, then you don"t have your
civil rights protected. This is a real catch 22 that we"re
facing right now.

So as we try to explain to the congressmen and the
Senators and hopefully that will happen quickly and we can go
onto the President that we want to be like every other civil
rights legislation. We don®"t have to prove that we"re disabled.

We want to just go forward.

Now, Ted 1 was going to go onto my story next.

>>TED KENNEDY, JR. 1°ve got to cut you off.
>> That"s excellent. The only time 171l ever let you do
that, Ted.
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. We"re very lucky to have Cheryl, aren®t
we? Thank you very much, Cheryl.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. [I"m told that our first candidate is
here. And in the room. And at this point I would like to
introduce New Hampshire state Senator Lou D*Allesandro. And
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. My job this morning --
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. My job this morning is to introduce state
Senator Lou D"Allesandro, who will then introduce our first
speaker today. But really Senator D"Allesandro needs no
introduction to Granite State Independent Living because he was
one of the founding Board members of Granite State. Today he"s
serving In his fifth term in the New Hampshire state Senator.
He"s from Manchester. He serves on the finance committee and
has a successful and long career in politics, public service and
education. He serves on so many civic boards. It"s too
numerous to mention. But at this time | would like to ask
Senator D"Allesandro to introduce our FTirst speaker.



[Applause.]

>>SENATOR LOU D"ALLESANDRO: Thank you very much. Great to
be here. Almost 30 years ago the late Ron Papus who some of you
remember, myself and a few other individuals gathered in
Golfstown and created the Granite State Independent Living
foundation. And look what it"s grown to be. Just a magnificent
organization that addresses the needs of those who have needs.
And isn"t that one of the most important things that this
society can offer, addressing needs when needs are apparent? So
we"re blessed to have Granite State Independent Living. They do
a marvelous job. And I*m very, very proud to have been a part
of the beginning of Granite State Independent Living.

Now, when you enter politics and get involved in
politics, you find some extraordinary people. And these
extraordinary people grow as your association with politics
tends to grow.

We"re in a very, very difficult time in the history of
this country. The country both domestically and in foreign
affairs has some extreme challenges. And we need someone to
lead us through these trying times. We need a person with
experience, a person who is committed. A person who is capable
of handling these challenges.

In looking at all of the Democratic Presidential
candidates, we have the greatest array of candidates 1 think
that we have ever been presented. But obviously when one has to
make a choice, there"s one that sticks out. And in my opinion,
the person who can do the job as the next President of the
United States is Hillary Clinton.

[Applause.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR. She brings -- she brings to this --

>>SENATOR LOU D"ALLESANDRO: She brings to this campaign a
sincere iInterest in all of the i1tems that we are concerned
about. Taking care of those who have special needs. Addressing
the economy of our country. And restoring America"s place 1in
foreign policy. Giving us the position of leadership that this
country maintained for years.

As a nation where freedom thrives, where honesty,
integrity and responsibility are an important part of what we
do.

And as a result of my soul searching, I have come to the
conclusion that Hillary Clinton will be the next President of
the United States. And therefore, I am proud to endorse the
candidacy of Hillary Clinton for the next President of the
United States of America.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR LOU D"ALLESANDRO: Now, all of you have been
waiting patiently to hear the words of Senator Clinton. And I™m
honored to say to you that together we can make the difference



not only in America but in the world. And the person who will
lead us down that path is Senator Clinton so without further
ado, the next President of the United States, Hillary Rodham
Clinton.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Thank you all so much. My
goodness. Thank you. I am thrilled to be here. And I have to
say having the endorsement of this extraordinary Senator,
leader, champion means the word to me. Lou, 1 am thrilled to
have you on this team. 1It"s a winning team. And we"re going to
go together to the White House and get the changes that America
needs. Thank you so much.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: 1 am very happy to be
here. 1 want to thank Clyde Terry, the Executive Director. You
know, Lou In his remarks pointed out something that all of you
know so well. That he was one of the driving forces to help
form the Granite State Independent Living organization. And 1
salute him for that.

And then you®ve been blessed with good leadership to keep
it going and keep i1t growing. And Clyde, thank you. Thank you
for your efforts, as well.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: It"s also wonderful to be
here with Ted Kennedy Jr. He is a great leader in the tradition
that we would expect. And I°m going to proudly tell his father
when 1 see Senator Kennedy that 1 was with his son and his son
is much better looking.
[Laughter.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: it is great being here
with all of you. 1 want to make a few remarks. And then --
Lou, do you want to sit down? Yeah, take that seat.

I want to make a few remarks. And then 1 know you"ve got
some questions.

It is really important that you"re holding this forum.
The Manchester -- Manchester Community Television is covering
it. You"ve got more than 20 national disability rights
organizations coming together to host this. 1°ve already seen
friends from New York and Washington, D.C. Who are here today.

Well, you are doing what has to be done. And that is
standing up and fighting for the rights of people with
disabilities. My friend and supporter, Senator Maggie Hassan
was just telling me she said: You know, it"s a lot easier to be
kind than to be just. And we want both.

We want both kindness and justice for people with
disabilities.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Disability rights are



civil rights. The right to be treated equally. They are human
rights. The right of all people to fulfill their God given
potentials. And they are an urgent issue for America. Because
America will never achieve our full potential until all
Americans can achieve theirs.

Now, obviously we have come a long way in this country.
But we have our work cut out for us If we"re going to keep the
promise that we should, that we will continue to work toward a
more perfect union that includes all Americans.

For the past seven years iIt"s as though people with
disabilities have been invisible to this president and his
administration. If you®"re a child who can®"t get the special
education classes you need, you"re iInvisible.

IT you"re a citizen who wants to vote but the polling
place doesn®t have the right equipment or the right help, you"re
invisible.

IT you"re a worker who wants a job but you can"t find one
that accommodates your disability, you®re invisible, too.

Well, people with disabilities may be invisible to George
Bush. But they are not invisible to you. And they will never
be invisible to me.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: This is a cause that |
have been i1nvolved with for 35 years. My first job out of law
school was with the children®s defense fund. 1 did not want to
go to work for a big law firm. 1 didn"t want to go to work for
a Federal judge.

I wanted to work on behalf of children. 1 was assigned
to go to new Bedford Massachusetts. As part of a nationwide
effort to understand why so many children were not enrolled in
school. And how did we know that? Because we had census
figures of how many children there were iIn the community between
the ages of 5 and 18. And we had school enrollment figures.

And they didn"t match.

Where were the missing children? Knocking on those doors
was an eye opening and heart breaking experience. |1 found
children who weren®t in school because of physical disabilities
like blindness and deafness. On a small back porch off her
family"s home, I met a girl in a wheelchair who told me how much
she wanted to go to school.

But she knew she couldn"t go simply because she couldn®t
walk. These children were kept home because the schools
couldn®t and wouldn®t accommodate them.

They wanted to learn. They wanted to succeed. But they
never had the chance.

I knew then that I wanted to spend my life fighting to be
a voice for children who were left out and left behind. I
wanted to give them the same opportunities | had growing up.



The children®s defense fund submit approximated our
results to the Congress. And with the help of strong leaders
like Senator Kennedy and all of you who are advocates, it led to
the individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Mandating that children
with physical, emotional and learning disabilities be educated
in the public school system. My work on this issue came full
circle when as a Senator | helped to write the IDEA
reauthorization act in 2004. To ensure that we had targeted
resources dedicated to teacher training.

In the Senate 1 have also worked to pass the community

choice act, will finally --
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Will finally, we hope,
eliminate the institutional bias 1In our Medicare and Medicaid
system. 1 have aggressively fought to investigate the linkages
between environmental toxins and disabilities. And 1 have
strongly supported the ADA restoration act. And 1 look forward
to signing it -—-
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: 1 look forward to signing
it when 1"m President. And you"re all invited to the signing
ceremony.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: When 1 am President my
White House will welcome you. Our government will be a partner
with you. And new opportunities will be open to you. | have
laid out an agenda to increase employment among people with
disabilities.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: These reforms are long
overdue. Americans with disabilities have half the employment
rate and double the poverty rate of those without disabilities.
Even those who have graduated from college work at only two-
thirds the rate of others.

We need to provide more opportunities for people with
disabilities to break into the middle class. Not just to
survive. But to thrive.

One of my first acts will be to reinstate my husband®s
executive order that committed the Federal government to hiring
100,000 people with disabilities.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: President Bush was wrong
to abandon that commitment. And 1"m going to get us back on
track.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: I will also double our



investment in work enabling technologies by providing more low
interest loans for purchasing them. [1"11 provide real time
support for employers so they can make the accommodations
necessary for their employees to do their jobs. I want --
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: 1 want to, also, propose
and work to pass a $1,000 per worker tax credit to offset the
expenses of work and transportation for workers with
disabilities.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: But in addition to the
positive agenda that 1 will pursue, | want to get rid of the
disincentives for work In so many Federal programs. Right now
people with disabilities can lose their Social Security
disability insurance, their Supplemental Security Income, their
Medicare and Medicaid benefits when they earn even a tiny
salary. That is absolutely upside down and backwards.
[Applause.]

>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: 1 mean, just think about
it. It makes no sense. Even if you can work and want to work,
there®s a penalty i1f you try to work. I mean, we are a nation

that believes in work. And we want people to make a
contribution. We believe its iIn the individual®s interest as
well as our country®"s. That"s bad for taxpayers. It"s unfair
to people with disabilities. And we need to end it once and for
all.
[Applause.]

>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: One of the proudest
accomplishments of the Clinton Administration was to sign the
Ticket to Work and the work incentives improvement act into law.
As a result 31 states have enacted policies to reduce the
disincentives to work. That"s significant progress. But state
policies are still uneven.

That"s why we need to move at the Federal level. As
president, 1°11 help working individuals with disabilities buy
into Medicaid. Eliminate the Medicare eligibility time limit on
the number of years an individual can work. And conduct a
review to determine where disincentives to work still exist in
Federal benefit programs and where we can and must do better.

I think we can break down these barriers to employment
and empower people with disabilities to find the jobs and
careers that are fulfilling and important for them and the rest
of us.

Finally, I want to mention my healthcare plan. 1It"s
called the American health choices plan. And it has real
significance for people with disabilities.

My healthcare plan will let you keep your existing
coverage if you are satisfied with 1t. But it provides



affordable choices i1f you don*t have coverage or you are
dissatisftied. And 1t covers every single American.

Everyone will have access to the same choices members of
Congress have now. We have a congressional plan that covers
members of Congress and Federal employees. It works pretty
well. And you pay for it.

It provides more than 250 options. And i1t has a lower
cost than you"ll find through most employers and certainly on
your own iIn the marketplace.

I believe if 1t"s good enough for members of Congress,
it"s good enough for you and every other American.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Under my plan you will

never be denied coverage because of pre-existing conditions or
risk factors. Right now health insurance companies In America
spend $50 billion a year trying to figure out how not to cover
people. 1 mean, that®"s their business model. They claim they
are in the health insurance business. But they are really in
the health no insurance business.

They are trying to avoid covering people. And then if
they somehow get caught and they actually cover you, they try to
avoid paying for the services that you have received.

I think that"s wrong. And 1"m offering a new business
plan. In fact, I"m going to save them a fortune. Because here
is the new policy: No more discrimination. Period. Cover
everybody. Cover pre-existing conditions. No questions asked.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: My plan requires insurance
companies to compete based on cost and quality. Not how
skillfully they can exclude patients with the greatest medical
needs.

We are also going to start covering prevention. |
believe we can actually avoid some disabilities if we provide
prevention. The clearest example of that is the government and
health iInsurance plans rarely pay for a visit to a podiatrist
for a diabetic. But they pay for the amputation of the foot.

Therefore, we have created a disability instead of
preventing a disability. And there are many other examples that
one can go through in the absolutely backwards way that the
healthcare system currently operates.

My health plan, my disabilities agenda, all of the
policies 1°ve put forward, have one unifying principle. We are
all in this together iIn America. And it"s time we start acting

like that again. | do not believe --
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: 1 do not believe in the

Bush Republican policy of you“re in this on your own. They call
it the ownership society. And they are trying to put the entire



burden of coping with all of life"s unpredictable events on the
individual. That was what was behind their attempt to privatize
Social Security. That is what is behind their efforts to cut
back on supports and other systems that enable people to fulfill
their God given potential.

Well, 1 believe that whenever anyone in America can"t
live up to his or her potential, that diminishes all of us. We
owe our people wise sensible policies that recognize the
dignity, the value and the humanity of all Americans.

I know that"s what most Americans believe. We just need
our political system once again to show the leadership necessary
to make i1t happen.

I am excited --

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: 1 am excited by my
campaign because of the broad support that I am receiving from
across New Hampshire. But 1 know that we have a very tough two
months plus to go. And I"m going to do everything 1 can to
travel this state, to meet with as many citizens as possible, to
answer your questions. But one thing that I am proud to be
representing is the change that Americans deserve to have.

Now, change is just a word if you don®"t have the strength
and experience to make it happen. But I don®"t know any people
who are stronger than people with disabilities who get up every
single day. Do the best they can.

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Reach out to others. And
I want to recognize that strength. So yes, kindness is called
for from all of us to one another. 1 believe that we"ve got to
get back to treating each other with that sense of recognition
and respect. But never forget that justice is at the core of
the American dream. And we must, once again, stand for justice
here at home and around the world.

Thank you all very much. And God bless you.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Thank you; thank you.
Now -- thank you. thank you!
Thank you.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: And 1 know that Ted has
some questions. So | think we"ll turn to him.
>>TED KENNEDY, JR. Senator Clinton thank you very much for
joining us today. The first question is from Debbie Kryder of
Stotter New Hampshire. She asks: What steps would you take to
Till key leadership roles iIn your administration with people
with disabilities and individuals who understand disability
Issues?
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Well, I will certainly



aggressively reach out and seek people who have the talent, the
qualifications, the drive. Who can fulfill these leadership
positions. And I will be casting a very wide net. Asking the
disability community to provide recommendations.

I was very proud that during the Clinton Administration
key positions were held by people with disabilities. And they
weren®t all positions that had to do with people with
disabilities.

They were broadly based positions.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: And 1 think that we have a
great opportunity here with a change in administration that 1™m
confident will happen January 20th, 2009, to once again have our
government reflect the very best of our country.

So I will certainly be looking to groups like this and
others throughout America to provide the names of those who have
expertise and experience and the qualifications necessary to
serve In my administration.

And it will be an administration that not only aims to
hire 100,000 people with disabilities. But aims to have leaders
with disabilities In our country.

[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: The second question I have and please
ladies and gentlemen when you fill out these question cards
please put your name on the card so | can recognize you as the
request asker. But regarding long-term care, many seniors are
unable to stay in their own homes since there are not enough
services or caretakers.

As President, what will you do to make sure that services
can be provided in people®s homes?

>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Well, 1t"s one of the
questions that I hear everywhere. Because of course, as people
age, they often acquire certain disabilities. So it"s not only
the disability community that is deeply concerned about this.
It is the aging of America that is requiring us to address this
Issue.

Well, the community choices act is a good down payment iIn
what we need to do. We have for too long supported an
institutional bias toward institutional care. It"s the most
expensive care. And In many ways, It"s the least useful kind of
care in keeping people involved iIn their communities, their
families, active iInsofar as they are able to be.

So I will vigorously enforce the community choices law.

There are several other things we need to do. [In order
to have more home-based and community-based care, we have to
work hard to create those options. And we don"t have enough. 1
mean, that"s one of the reasons why people have a fall-back
position to institutional care.



So we need to have a really concerted effort that is not
only from the Federal government but also state and local
governments. Because a lot of the ultimate decisions about
whether we have more community and home-based care rest with
decisions made at the state and local level.

So 1 want a partnership. Now that we"re going to try to
change the bias in the Medicare and Medicaid system, we need to
provide the tools, the technical assistance, the understanding
that will promote that kind of change and provide those options.

I worked for nearly five years to pass my legislation
called the life span Respid care act.

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: And 1 know that was
something that many you of helped me with. 1 can hear from the
applause that you were aware.and working on this. The idea
behind it is pretty simple. Every year we have about $300
billion of free care given to individuals with disabilities and
illnesses. That care is given by family members. It takes a
financial toll on the family. It takes a physical toll. It
takes an emotional toll.

And we don®"t do much to support the caregivers. It will
be difficult to transition to more home-based care if we don"t
do more for the caregivers.

So we can change a system. But we have to support the
caregivers. So the life span Respid care act is a down payment
on that. It became law. It authorizes the secretary of health
and human services to start developing these Respid care
programs at the state and local levels.

Also, we have to help states comply with the Olmstead
decision. That was a decision —-

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: -- that basically said
what all of us believed, that we should be moving people from
more restrictive iInstitutional settings to less restrictive
community-based home-based settings. We"ve got to pay attention
to this. |1 mean, it"s no good having a law if we"re not working
to enforce it.

So 1 intend to ask the office of civil rights to enforce
this law. To ensure the safety and the security of people with
disabilities. And do everything we can to implement it.

Finally, 1 think we"ve got to do more on long-term care
insurance. We"ve got to do more to help provide financial
resources for families to plan.

One of the most common questions I*m asked by parents of
children with disabilities, as those children grow older, is:
How are we going to take care of our child?

You know, our child is now in his 20s or her 30s. And
what happens to us after we"re gone? Sometimes there are other



family members who can step in. A lot of times there aren-t.

So how do we help families plan? In addition to the
government assistance that needs to come from Federal, state and
local governments, how do we give more tools to families to be
prepared?

So we have to look at all of this much but I am convinced
that 1T we"re serious about 1t and we begin addressing it as
soon as I"m President we will have some solutions and we"ll have
some models. We"ll have some ways of pointing people to what
works. And I invite your help in helping to make that happen.

[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you, Senator. We have time for
one more question.

How can our community be more effective In getting our
messages across to candidates for public office?

>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Well, 1 think you®re being
pretty effective right now. | applaud you on that. Advocacy 1is
hard work. And never ending.

I remember one of my good friends from Arkansas. And
this was probably more than 30 years ago now. Her son was born
with cerebral palsy. And when he was a toddler my friend began
to get involved in groups that were formed of families of
children with disabilities. And this was | guess back in "77,
"78. Somewhere back then. Right after the Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act had passed. But really before it was
Tfully implemented and people understood i1t. And the disability
rights movement was just beginning.

And 1711 never forget my friend saying that she went to
the Legislature to lobby on behalf of increased services for
families with children with disabilities. And certainly
educational services. And she was meeting legislators. She had
never done this before in her life. And she was holding her
son.

And the legislators were just very uncomfortable. You
know, they didn®"t know what to say. They were confused. And
she said: You know, one gentleman was trying to end the
conversation. He said: Well, look on the bright side of
things. You"ll never have to chase him around.

And my friend said, you know, that was the moment 1 moved
from being a concerned mother to an activist.

Now, a lot of attitudes have changed in the last 30 plus
years. But I don"t think advocacy ever ends iIn America.

Because you have to continually raise these issues. You have to
fight for what you believe is right. You have to keep going
back to Legislature. You have to elect people like Maggie and
Lou who know about these issues and care about them.

So 1 think that the community is well organized. But you
can"t ever get discouraged or disheartened.



I think it is fair to ask when this administration began
making decisions that truly undercut goals, objectives,
programs, rights, | think the community was so discouraged that
there really wasn®t much happening. And everybody just is Kkind
of waiting for this administration to end. But I believe you
have to be constantly advocating.

And sort of forcing decision makers to be put on the
spot. So | would urge that you do what you do best in New
Hampshire. Spend the next two months going everywhere anybody
running for President is and asking them the questions about
what they are going to do.

I had a healthcare forum in Las Vegas. A couple -- 1
don"t know. About ten days ago. And there were about 8, 900
people there. And we had a special section for people iIn
wheelchairs. And there were three gentlemen in wheelchairs.

One was In a head brace. One was clearly suffering from
multiple chronic conditions. And another was in a wheelchair,
as well.

And so I called on them. Because | wanted the audience
to hear their questions. Because there still is a lot of
misinformation and lack of information in the electorate at
large about these issues.

And 1 think that any time you can be present to ask these
questions to make 1t an iIssue, to have an agenda, you have to do
it. Even if you believe that the person appearing before you 1is
totally opposed to everything you stand for.

In fact, I would argue that®"s even more important to be
there. Sometimes advocates say: Well, what"s the point of
going to so-and-so and so-and-so. What"s the point of having
any kind of demonstration or any kind of event because you know
they are against us? Let"s go to the people who are sort of for
us and push them.

Well, that"s fine. But don"t forget the people who are
against everything you stand for. Don"t let them off the hook.
Get out to these events. Raise these questions. Ask them what
their policies will be.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Because this is about
changing minds as well as changing votes. And changing
administrations. We need to continue to create a broad-based
critical mass of Americans who understand why what you“re
advocating for i1s important not just to you and your loved ones.
But important to the kind of country America is. Thank you all
very much.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Ladies and gentlemen, we are now going
to take a short break.
(Break)



[Music].

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to
ask you now to take your seats. We"re ready for the next
presentation. Ladies and gentlemen, please spend the next few
moments taking your seats. Thank you. We"ll begin again
shortly.

Ladies and gentlemen, 1"m told Senator Bidden is here in
the buirlding. So I would like to ask everyone to take your
seats as quickly as possible. And we"ll be introducing him in
just a few moments.

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Ladies and gentlemen, please take your
seats. We"re sorry for the delay. But we have with us here
Senator Joe Biden. Welcome to New Hampshire Senator Bidden.

[Applause.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: This is very exciting. Thank you
Senator for taking time out of your busy schedule to join us
here In Manchester today. Here at this point I have the
pleasure of iIntroducing to you a great friend of Granite State,
New Hampshire State Representative Jim Ryan. Jim Ryan is a
professor at New England college and Cain state college. He
teaches political science. He has a career iIn Wall Street
publishing. He"s had an impressive career in elective office.
He"s concerned about environmental policy, college
affordability. And he"s the chairman of the House committee on
transportation. So | know that®"s a big issue of concern to
everybody iIn this room. He"s active in Democratic party
politics in the state and national level and is a state house
advocate for Granite State Independent Living.
He 1s going to introduce our next speaker, Senator Joe Biden.
Thank you for joining us today, Mr. Ryan.

>> Thank you. Good morning. That was a wonderful
introduction. 1 hope I can get him back in about a year to
introduce me when I run for reelection. 1 want to acknowledge
someone In the back. Jeff Dickenson. Where are you Jeff?
Jeff with Granite State Independent Living is my neighbor. Jeff
the other night when we had an event I called him up and said
Jeff 1 have to go to a dinner and he said Jim I know you"re
politically busy send the kids down. So my three daughters have
been be with GSIL member Jeff very often and Jeff 1 wanted to
recognize that because 1 don"t get to politic unless you tend to
my kids. So would you help my baby sitter with a round of
applause.

[Applause.]

>> Ted Kennedy inspired -- John Kennedy a number of great
quotes was to cherish our children®s future. And Ralph wall doe
Emerson always referred to the Democratic party as the party of
hope. When 1 think about the hope that the future will bring
and when 1 think about cherishing the future that we will need



and are entitled to in November of 2008, when 1 close my eyes
and envision the person that I want iIn the White House iIn the
oval office making the decisions that will touch our domestic
agenda, our family agenda and our international agenda, when |
look at the person who 1 want negotiating in a troubled world,
the picture to me becomes crystal clear. 1 want someone who can
step into that office, lead us to hope. Lead us to a point
where we cherish our future. And lead us to the change that a
simple, good and decent man can bring, my candidate and I hope
you"ll listen to him attentively, my friend, Senator Joe Biden
of Delaware.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: Thank you very much.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: Thank you all very, very much. You're
very kind. Thank you. Thank you.

It"s a delight to be here with you today. 1 appreciate
the opportunity. And I must tell you, 1 value what all of you
advocates are doing. And I value all of you in this room.

I particularly value Teddy. Because his father still
runs my life In the United States Senate.

[Laughter.]

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: By the way, the person that should and
could and is able to speak for all of us iIn terms of our
aspirations is your dad. He is by far and away -- 1"m not being
solicitous he"s the single most persistent and effective Senator
that 1 have served with and I"ve been there for 35 years. And -

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: Folks, I have a -- a nice speech here.
That all of you are welcome to a copy of. And what 1 would very
much like to do -- 1 thought about it coming up on the plane. 1
flew up from Philly this morning. And I thought about it on the
way up. As that old joke goes: All of you In this room have
forgotten more about the subject matter than most of us iIn
Washington will learn.

So what I would like to do is give you an outline of how
I approach the subject of dealing with Americans with
disabilities and the concerns and the problems and the
opportunities.

IT 1"m not mistaken it says equality opportunity access.
I think that all translates for me so you understand where |
come from a single word: Dignity. It"s about dignity. Dignity
is about opportunity. Dignity is about access. Dignity is
about enforcement of the basic fundamental values that we say we
so cherish as a nation.

I approach -- 1 guess | approach most of -- and by the
way, I am fully cognizant of the fact that all of you In this



room who are providers as well as those of you with
disabilities, every one of you has interests beyond the subject
matter of this morning®s conference.

I know you®"re all equally as concerned and equally as
involved and engaged in matters relating to foreign policy and
larger domestic issues, as well. And so in the question and
answer period 1 would be delighted to try to respond to any
questions that you have.

My focusing on the subject matter today is In no way
should be read as my assuming that that"s the only thing that
occupies your attention and your concerns.

Let me say to you that 1 kind of approach things in a
fairly basic way. 1 have a bad or good, depending on your
perspective, reputation of being fairly straightforward. Of
telling you what I think, what I value, what I care about. And
why 1 care about it.

Because you know, folks, 1 think we"re beyond the point
where posturing and telling you what you want to hear as opposed
to what you need to know is en vogue. The politics of the day I
think have changed. At least | hope they have changed. If they
have not, then 1711 continue to work for you as the United
States Senator and that will be it.

But 1T they"ve changed as much as I think they have
changed, then I may have an opportunity to use what this roster
man in the hands of a President becomes. A pulpit. A bully
pulpit.

Ladies and gentlemen, the vast power of the Presidency
resides not in the legislation he or she suggests or in the in
other words they Initiate. The vast power of the Presidency
lies in keeping the keeper of the flame reminding the American
public of what key fundamental values we say, we say not only in
our Constitution but In our everyday discussions with one
another iIn coffee shops. We say we care about.

My dad used to have an expression. My dad passed away
several years ago. My mom was 90 years old. And still lives
with me in my home and runs the show. Reminds me of his
expression. He used to say: Don"t tell me what you value.

Show me your budget. And I will tell you what you value.

Don"t tell me what you value. Show me your budget. And
I will tell you what you value.

And ladies and gentlemen, a lot of people these days iIn
American politics, particularly the other team are talking about
family values and core values, religious values, et cetera.

When the truth of the matter is that every American knows in his
or her gut, their gut, what America is about.

Americans believe that they are pretty fair and decent
group of people. Americans believe that 1t"s important to help
other people. Americans understand that we"re all iIn this



together.

But we"ve spent the last couple of decades trying to
convince Americans that that commonalty is really a line of
division.

We are cast in terms of whether and how often we go to
church, what our religious views are, whether or not we live in
a red state or a blue state. Whether or not our ideology is the
definition of our value set.

When in truth, we"re the only nation in the world that,
in fact, has laid out iIn 1ts preamble to its Constitution that
the basic writ that we"ve signed on of basic human rights is not
derived from our Constitution. But it"s derived from something
higher, something bigger, something more significant.

And we"ve gotten timid about talking about it.

But I think the President in using this bully pulpit in
the future has to remind people of the commonalty and the source
of all the things you®re fighting for.

It says: We hold these truths self-evident. That all
men are created equal. Endowed by their creator. No other
Constitution says that.

Endowed by their Creator. It"s not about religion. It"s
about spirituality. It"s about the essence, the essence, of
what 1t 1s to be a human being.

It"s about a soul. 1It"s not about a body.

It"s not about a physical capability. It"s about person
hood. And too often iIn our society, those of us iIn power,
particularly this President, remains silent. When there"s
somehow an equation made between the work and capacity and
potential of someone wheelchair bound or iIn some other way
seriously limited physically. And their self worth -- in their
self worth.

And so folks, i1t seems to me, It seems to me, that you
know the old expression: Tell me where you sit and 1711 tell
you where you stand, well, one of the things we have to reassert
and we have to do it affirmatively, we have to holler about it.
We have to remind people about 1t. And that is that our basic
speak for myself minority star is about -- my north star is
about dignity. The dignity of every single man and woman in
this country.

The notion instead of going through all the bills I"ve
sponsored or co-sponsored, there"s not a single thing I think we
disagree on substantively from a legislative standpoint. That"s
all about legislative speak.

But it"s much more than the legislative speak. It"s
about what do we really care about?

Who are we as a nation? Because | would argue how we
deal with the issues before this conference today define who we
are. And measure more accurately whether or not we are keeping



up with what we say we aspire to than any other set of issues
that the nation faces.

Those of you born with disabilities, those who have
acquired the consequence of your environment or accidents
disabilities, a disease, you"re not somebody else"s children.
You are all our children.

You®"re the kite strings upon which our national ambitions
are literally lifted a lot of. And the measure -- aloft. And
the measure of how we deal with your aspirations, your
possibilities, seems to me to be the single best measure of who
we are as a hation.

And so I"m prepared and anxious to talk to you. | want
to hear from you. About everything from what I would do iIn
terms of appointing judges who understand the literal meaning of
the equality, all men are created equal. To the kind of judges
I would appoint. To what kind of justice department 1 would
have as your President.

To what 1 would do about dealing and explaining to the
American people that what we"re about in this room is not only
morally right, constitutionally required, but practically in the
vast majority of Americans from a moral as well as economic
standpoint.

The degree to which we educate all those to the degree to
which they are educable i1s not only the right thing to do. We
don®t talk about i1t in these terms. It is economically
politically sound. Its physically and economically -- it
physically and economically makes us stronger.

The i1dea that we say we value families and
institutionalize a half a million people, many of whom 1f we had
a different attitude about -- and a practical attitude about
reimbursing family members who provided for this care, where
else, 1T possible is i1t better for a person with a disability to
be than in the environment, if possible, of those that love him
or her and would care for and nurture them had they the economic
wherewithal to do so.

What are we doing?

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: What are we doing? 1°m serious. This
IS not rocket science. This is not rocket science. This Is the
intersection. Tony Coelho was one of the great leaders iIn the
United States Congress, Tony remember our buddy Senator,
Governor Chiles came iIn the Senator two years apart. He in 1970
and me in 1972 and we sat up in the peanut gallery the upper
left hand corner if you®"re looking from the gallery. And one
day a miniscule amendment passed. It didn"t matter much. And
he was really excited.

And 1 thought 1 was missing something. |1 turned to him
and | said: What"s the big deal? He said: Joe, 1t"s so seldom



in American politics when conscience and convenience Cross
paths. You should celebrate.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, what we"re about here is both
conscience and convenience. Every single thing each of us have
supported from ADA to fair housing to all the access programs,
they are not only the right thing from the perspective of
conscience. They are the right thing from the perspective of
convenience. For the nation.

There are millions upon millions of families affected.
Every disabled person. Every disabled person.

Their dilemma and their opportunity has a ripple effect
through this society that"s far beyond what we ever pay
attention to outside this room.

So folks, let me get right to i1t. | would suggest to you
that we have an opportunity to do something we haven®t been able
to do 1In this administration and arguably haven®t done
sufficiently even in the last couple of administrations.

And that 1s we have an opportunity to take a significant
leap forward in America®s commitment to itself, its values and
the disabled community. And it comes out of a tragedy. The
tragedy i1s the war iIn Iraqg.

We are going to be bringing home thousands, thousands, a
minimum of 14,500 so far of seriously disabled people.

Traumatic brain injury. Traumatic stress disorder. More
amputees per capita in this war than any war since the Civil
War. And the nation"s focus of 1 have anything to do with it is
going to be intensely, intensely shined upon that population.

This iIs a new opportunity for us to take and state our
claim more solidly, more significantly, and more broadly than we
have any time in the recent past.

You®ve all been soldiers. You"ve literally been soldiers
in this fight. We"ve made significant progress. But the idea
we"re still arguing over whether or not a caregiver who is a
family member should be compensated, the idea we"re still
arguing over whether or not we fully fund ADA.

The i1dea we"re arguing over whether or not we should have
strict enforcement of the Americans With Disabilities Act or
IDEA, the idea we"re not funding these things and that"s still a
debate?

111 conclude by saying this and go to questions.

Because 1 want to talk about specifics. But the specifics you
want to talk about.

I would respectively suggest to you that next time
someone tells you: We can"t afford to do these things, remind
them -- I love my conservative Republican friends. They talk
about the new paradigm all the time.

Well, there®s a new paradigm here. 1711 remind you that
it"s been their outrageous spending habits and tax habits that



have fundamentally altered our ability to fund the things that
are so much more important.

I can hardly wait as a Democratic nominee to debate my
Republican opponents about their value system. 1 can hardly
wait to have them explain to me why It is more important to give
good and decent and honorable Americans -- and they are -- who
make an average income of $1.4 million a year an additional $85
billion tax cut. And it"s not reasonable to spend $111 billion
to make sure we fund the -- $11 billion dollars to fund the
program we have here. That it"s not reasonable to spend the
money on Section 8 or adequate housing. That it"s not
reasonable to spend considerably less in meeting every, every
single solitary goal we set out. Tell me your values. Which 1is
more valuable?

And beyond that, tell me: How will the nation benefit
the most?

Ladies and gentlemen, it"s clear to me the way to do it.
I*m anxious to hear your questions. Teddy, 11l cease and
assist.

[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you, Senator. Senator Bidden
thank you again for taking the time to join us today.

Our first question | have is from Lisa Thompson of north
Salem New Hampshire. She asks: This past March the United
Nations made open for signature of a brand-new convention that
establishes rights for people with disabilities around the
world. Would you work to have it signed and ratified in the US,
iT elected President.

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: The answer is yes and as chairman of
the foreign relations committee, 1 will do that. But I warn
you, think about this: There are almost 154 nations | believe
already signed a similar convention relating to equal treatment
of women. We were one of the few nations that still hasn"t
signed it.

And we wonder why. We wonder why we have lost the sense
in the world that somehow we"re that shining city on the hill.
We wonder why.

These things matter. | would strongly support it. And
as chairman of the committee, 1 will push it.

[Applause.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Senator Bidden, this question is from
Sara Denencourt of Canterbury New Hampshire. She asks as
President what would you do to increase the availability of
affordable, accessible, integrated housing?

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: 1 would significantly increase the
budget. Look, this administration has for the last six years
had an all-out assault on any form of public or assisted
housing. Whether i1ts Section 8 housing. Whether or not its



Section 8-11 housing. Or whether or not it is housing for the -
- whether i1t"s low income housing. We have to provide -- you
want to use the tax code to promote activity that is in our
interest. We should be doing that with regard to the housing
choice voucher Section 8 low income housing tax credits and
expanding not only the money we put in. But I would
significantly expand -- and 1 mean this sincerely and when I was
chairman in the judiciary committee like your father before me,
I spent a lot of time iInsisting the administration focus civil
rights advancement of enforcing of existing housing.

Enforcement of existing housing.

So I would and I*m happy if you contact me or | take that
name, 111 go Into great detail about how much I would spend and
how 1 would do it. But I would fundamentally increase the tax
credits for those to provide this housing so rents can be lower,
significantly increase enforcement and provide availability
overall for more construction.

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you, Senator.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: The next question comes from Cheryl
Hurst of Conway New Hampshire. There i1s a national shortage of
direct care workers to assist people with disabilities.

What would you do as President to address this shortage?

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: Well, you know, as you know, not all --
all those folks need nurses. But the truth is, folks, we have a
shortage of nurses, about 1100,000 -- 100,000 shortage of nurses
I"ve introduced with Patty Murray a legislation piece to provide
100,000 nurses. But the log jam is that not enough people want
to be nurses there®s not enough folks with doctorate degrees to
provide for graduate studies as well as entrance access. 48,000
people try to get into nursing school last year and there®s no
school to get into.

And so I would focus there, No. 1.

No. 2, 1 would reward by paying off tuitions for those
who are prepared to work in those areas of the greatest need.
And 1 think we have to do the same with school teachers, by the
way. We are way understaffed in our schools. We have
overcrowded classrooms. 1°ve also proposed -- I"m kind of hung
on 100,000 because I*m the guy that did the 100,000 cops
legislation. But to provide for another 100,000 teachers. The
purpose mainly being to provide for smaller classes.

Smaller classes get better access to our children with
disabilities who have cognitive capabilities that are normal or
exceed the rest of their class but are left behind so often. So
there are things -- the kind of things I would approach.

[Applause.]
>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: We can afford i1t, by the way.
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Senator Bidden, how can our community



become more effective in getting our messages across to
candidates for public office?

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: Well, what you"re doing now. And elect
me. That"s the most important thing.

No, all kidding aside, any of you In a couple -- a couple
of you here know me. The one thing 1 think you will find no one
-- and I have many flaws. | doubt you®"ll find anyone with whom
I"ve ever served or anyone In my state who will tell you —-
sometimes they are chagrin -- that there is a single bit of
difference that 1 say when 1°"m campaigning and what I will do or
attempt to do if elected. 1 promise you, I plan on being the

education President. And what 1 mean by that is education for
everyone.

Everyone. We keep forgetting the commitment for
universal public education relates to the degree to which you
are educatable. That"s what i1t relates to. It"s not just
educate the kids without any problems. 1It"s not just educate
those that are easy to educate.

It says educate everyone. Universal. And so you"ll find
no —- and you®"ll find I will use this pulpit, I will use this
pulpit, to remind the American people -- and they need to be
reminded sometimes. Because look, understandably they are
preoccupied with their daily lives. How they can put food on
the table. How they keep their job. Whether or not their kid
like mine is going to head over to lraq. What"s going to happen
to their daughter who is in a bad situation? What"s going to
happen -- 1 mean, they are occupied 24 hours a day just figuring
out how to deal with themselves.

And i1t 1s the responsibility of a President sometimes to
remind us. Remind us of our better angels. Because I™m
absolutely convinced the American public will respond, will
respond. It"s not that they aren"t willing.

They are not being led. They are not being reminded.
They are not being encouraged. And they are not being given
practical answers. We"re a practical people.

How to do what they want to do. And that is help.

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you, Senator. 1 now have a
question from Melissa Drew from Merrimack New Hampshire she
wants to know what your thoughts are on autism. How do you
think we should prevent i1t in the future?

She says 150 -- 1 in 150 children are getting diagnosed
and i1t 1s getting worse.

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: It is getting worse. Let me start off
-— 1711 tell you what 1 know and what I don"t know. Or at least
what I think I know and what I don*"t know. I don"t claim to be
an expert. 1 have a daughter who is a social worker. And she
deals iIn this area. And 1 look at 1t. And to me although i1t"s
not -- 1t seems to me there must be an environmental Nexus. 1



don®t understand how 1t"s likely that there"s not an
environmental Nexus.

So 1 would continue and increase research into dealing
with determining the cause. The cause. What has happened?

It"s not merely the parents are all of a sudden recognizing a
quote disorder that didn"t exist that people didn"t recognize
before. It"s a reality. It is larger. 1t is more significant.

And I would do a great deal more to try to determine and
make a commitment at NIH and also by providing for direct
research grants and pure research grants to determine what 1is
the Nexus.

In the meantime what®"s starting to happen now -- is
you"re starting to get more and more -- 1 know all of you know
this better than I do. You saw yesterday on many of the
networks talk about how -- 1t"s kind of frightening, how to get
parents to recognize more early in infancy and in the first
eight, ten months whether or not their child is likely to be
autistic.

And so there"s a lot more focus on it. Here is what 1
believe: 1 believe when the American public and your government
focuses on a problem, i1t has enormous resources. And 1t becomes
a self generating commitment if the government will continue to
provide the funding for the basic research and the applied
research i1n the area.

And so I think we"re on the cusp of fig something out.

But the -- figuring something out. But the truth is: |1 don"t
know. I don"t know. 1 only know what 1 can do as your
President.

I can and 1 will iIn the research budget increase
considerably the amount of money to determine what the causes
are.

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Senator, 1 know you have time for only
one more question. This question comes from the national MS
society. The Supreme Court in Olmstead held that ADA require
states to offer services to people with disabilities in the most
integrated community-based setting possible. Despite this
important victory, states are still struggling to implement
Olmstead.

What would you as President do to rectify this problem?

>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: Two things: One, some of those states
have difficulties because they have very bad tax bases. They do
not have some -- some states are considerably poorer than
others. Other states have the capacity but choose, choose,
other priorities over implementing what is Constitutionally
required with the -- what the Supreme Court i1s acknowledging 1is
required under the law.

So I would engage in two things. No. 1: 1 would provide
for more money to the states i1n order to be able to get thing to



-- get them to encourage them to enforce and to implement the
law. But 1 would also much more strictly -- 1 would much more
strictly enforce the law. 1 would bring civil rights actions
out of my -- out of the justice department to insist that they
be enforced.

And so there®s two steps to it. A carrot and the stick.

[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you for joining us.
>>SENATOR JOE BIDEN: Thank you. You®re very kind. And
thank you all. Thank you, all. 1 appreciate it.
[Applause.]
[Background noise.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Ladies and gentlemen, we have a slight
change to our program. 1 understand -- I1°ve just been told that
Senator Dodd is on his way. But to make use of time, I would
like to ask Tony Coelho to come to the podium. Tony is going to
talk about voter mobilization. Tony needs no introduction to
this audience.

You all know Tony as a leader in the House of
representatives serving as a majority WHIP in the house. Tony
also has a spoken openly about his epilepsy. He"s co-authored
the Americans With Disabilities Act. He"s had senior positions
in many different agencies, including being the chair of the
President™s committee on employment of people with disabilities.
We"re really lucky to have Tony and his expertise. And 1 would
like Tony to come up and talk about voter mobilization and no
matter who we"re supporting today, you know, how we can go and
mobilize our community to get out to vote. So Tony, please join
us? Thank you.

[Applause.]
>> Thank you, Ted. Thank you very much. 1 appreciate it
very much.

It"s a pleasure to be here. And it"s really great to see
this type of crowd and see this type of audience and all of the
activity that"s been put into -- put in place to get the
Presidential candidates to recognize what we"re all about. So 1
want to give all of you a hand. And you should give each other
a hand and say: Congratulations to what you®ve done and what
you“ve accomplished today. So give yourself a nice hand.

[Applause.]
>> You know, what you"ve done today is really only the
beginning, though. 1It"s not the end. And so it"s nice to have
this crowd and have all of these Presidential candidates come
and visit us and talk to you about what they want to do.

But the one question I want to ask you -- you"re asking
all of these Presidential candidates all kinds of questions.

But 1 want you to be honest with me right now when I ask you
this question: By a show of hands I would like all of you to



answer this simple question: How many of you in this room at
this very moment are registered to vote?

That"s impressive.

Now, I think the most important thing is that if you look
at the numbers, 1f you look at the numbers in New Hampshire
alone, if you look at the numbers in New Hampshire alone, the
facts are these: That if you go through John Carrie won the
2004 New Hampshire primary with about 84,000 votes. There are
about 33,000 Democrats with disabilities in New Hampshire. And
there are another 54,000 independent voters with disabilities in
New Hampshire. |If you add that up, there are more votes in New
Hampshire than the winner of the Democratic primary.

And that same equation applies in all the early caucuses

and pry mares in the Presidential campaign. -- primaries in the
Presidential campaign.
So if we -- those of us who have disabilities —- 1f we In

our families, just those of us with disabilities, but if we take
those of us with disabilities and our families vote, we can
impact every single primary. Every single primary.
[Applause.]
>> | found i1t fascinating that -- and the questions of asking
the candidates, the implication was that we"re not effective. |
found that fascinating. It was a negative question.

Why aren®"t we more effective? How can we be more
effective?

And the response from each of the two was: By what
you"re doing today.

The real answer is: Get out and vote. That"s the real
answer.

[Applause.]
>> And 1f you get out and vote, if you get out and vote, and
people know you"re voting, you®"ll have an impact. And they will
come to you. They will ask you for your input. They will ask
can you for your support.

You will be effective. But if you don"t vote, they don"t
care.

Why? Because 1t"s obvious you don"t care.

IT you vote, it implies you care.

We in the disability community have not been that
effective. And we haven®"t been because we don"t get organized
and get committed and get out there and make a difference when
it counts. And that"s the day of the vote.

So 1 would hope -- I would hope, that in 2008 our
commitment is that we organize and vote. Our commitment is that
we organize here in New Hampshire. And we participate but we
really organize to get out the vote. And that we have an
impact. And that everybody knows that the disability community
made a difference here in New Hampshire.



[Applause.]
>> And that we do it in lowa. And that we do It in South
Carolina. And that we do it in Nevada.

So that -- so that iIn every election people recognize
that when we say there are 54 million Americans, 54 million of
us with disabilities, that they recognize that they have to deal
with us.

When we talk about our issues, the ADA Restoration, we
talk about housing, when we talk about healthcare, we talk about
all of the different issues that are important to us. Then they
realize that they have to do something about it.

That we"re not begging. We don®"t have to beg.

Our 1issues are real. 1t"s just like other people, other
groups. They go to those groups. And they say they are going
to do X. Why? Because they are voting blocks. They know that
they make a difference In election campaigns.

It"s the same thing with us. 1It"s easy to do. Just your
willingness to be involved, your willingness to be here today,
made a difference with Hillary Clinton. Your willingness to be

here today made a difference with Biden. It will make a
difference with Dodd and the other candidates who are here
today.

But 1t"s only the beginning. What really counts is
Election Day. Getting out the vote. Your vote.

All of you registered you said. That is only part of it.
You®ve got to go out and actually vote. And you"ve got to take
your loved ones with you to vote.

And if you get out there and you vote and you take your
loved ones with you to vote, then the candidates are going to
come to us asking us what we want, what we need, what makes a
difference to us to make our life better. To do what"s right
for us. When we talk about these issues, they will want to know
what matters. To make these issues real.

I can remember when I was suicidal. 1 can remember when
I had my difficulties. And people didn"t care, including my
family.

It 1s time for us to stand up. It is time for us to
demand that we have the dignity that we deserve.

It is time for us to demand that we have the jobs that we
should have. 1t i1s time for us to demand the respect that we
deserve.

But we can only do that, we can only do that, when we
fulfill our responsibility and our responsibility either as
Democrats or Republicans, our responsibility, our responsibility
is not only to register. Our responsibility is not only to be
at a social function like this. Our responsibility is to vote.
Is to vote.

Is to not only vote ourselves. But to get our families



to vote. But it"s to vote. And be effective in that vote.
Thank you very, very much.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you very much, Tony Coelho. Let"s
give Tony another hand. We are so lucky to have people like

Tony. [Im proud to serve with him on the Board of AAPD. We"re
so -- we"re so fortunate to have people like knee who can talk
from personal experience -- like Tony who can talk from personal

experience and understand because of his experience as a
legislator what we need to do as a movement. So thank you very
much, Tony, for coming to share your wisdom with us.
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: We have another candidate with us today.
Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut.
applause.
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: I"m a Connecticut resident. And I was
kind of hoping that I was going to be asked to introduce him
today. But 1 have the pleasure actually of introducing his
sister, Carolyn, who will then, In turn, iIntroduce her brother
Senator Dodd. And Carolyn Dodd is again the sister of Senator
Dodd. She®"s had her own impressive career iIn public service.
As a teacher. Over 40 years as a teacher. Many of those years
as a special education teacher for children with learning
disabilities and visual impairments. But in addition to her
teaching career, she®s also had a long history of activism in
the disability community. She"s president of the Hartford
Chapter of the federation of the blind. She serves on the
Connecticut Board of Education and services for the blind. And
the Connecticut state rehabilitation Council.
So she is -- she knows intimately as does Senator Dodd the
importance of these issues. She"s also -- she was one of the
key figures in working closely with her brother in passing the
Help America Vote Act. So ensuring that she --
[Applause.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Ensuring that she and others with visual
impairments have the right to vote independently. So Carolyn,
would you come up here, please and introduce your brother,
Senator Dodd. Senator Dodd, welcome to New Hampshire.
[Applause.]
>> Hello, everyone.
>>THE AUDIENCE: Hello.
>> What a great pleasure this is to follow a wonderful
Kennedy whose family has done so many outstanding things to
promote our rights, our independence and to ensure the dignity
and the civil rights of our community. Thank you so much for
that.
And 1 think we all owe him a great hand again.
[Applause.]



>> However, today, it"s my great pleasure to introduce a man
whose done so many significant things for the disabled
community. He has certainly co-authored and worked tirelessly
to see to it that the Help America Vote Act comes to fruition.

He has also done so much to ensure that students have
access to materials for textbooks either in Braille or in
electronic form so those of you who do not read print can have
access to our materials i1n school.

[Applause.]
>> It"s a great thing. So I really have to say that what 1
love to say most about my brother is his gentleness. In fact,
my mother always called him her gentle soul.

And I can 1llustrate this by a letter that he received
last spring from a student friend of his that he went to high
school at Georgetown prep in Maryland. And the letter stated
his memory of Chris when he first went to Georgetown prep when
Chris was then president of the yard there, which Is president
of the student Council.

This fellow was quite disabled. He had a great deal of
difficulty walking. And Chris became his mentor and friend.
And helped him through the difficult times that one has iIn
adolescence of adjusting to school. And he never forgot that.

And 1 think that really says i1t all about Chris®s gentle
spirit. And generous nature toward those of us who, perhaps,
need an extra hand or a leg up.

So without further ado, It"s my great pleasure to
introduce my wonderful brother, Chris Dodd. And thank you so
much .

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: Now, if I had any sense at all 1 would
say thank you and sit down after that introduction. It doesn"t
get any better than having your sister, my younger sister now I
say along the way. Being one of six children I"ve learned my
place here iIn terms of the pecking order in the family. But I™m
deeply, deeply honored that Carolyn is not only here today but
out iIn campaigning In lowa as well as New Hampshire for me along
with other siblings as well and truly honored that she"s here
"Waking the Sleeping Giant'™ the national forum for equality and
opportunity in the country. And let me share also as Carolyn
has my deep thanks to Ted Kennedy for his work here and his
family®s work. 1 have no greater honor than to sit next to the
Senior Center for Massachusetts on the health education
employment labor committee on the United States Senate have for
26 years no greater champion, no greater fighter for people with
disabilities and for all Americans i1n Senator Ted Kennedy.
And his son carries that tradition on. And so it"s a great
honor to be here with him today here in talking about these
critically important issues. | thank you all of you. Let me



underscore, as well, my good friend Tony who I had the pleasure
serving with in Congress who has been an inspiration and to
underscore his points | heard as 1 came in the room 1 heard the
importance of participating in this process. Of choosing
nominees for the primary process here In New Hampshire the
caucus process in lowa. Being involved in the campaigns and the
electoral process of our country. 1°m going to touch on this
point in a minute here talking as my sister and Ted did about
the help Americans vote act and the critical role that people in
this room and not in this room played in watching that piece of
legislation become law and the threats we face in challenges by
those who wanted to water down or eliminate the provisions under
HAVA which specifically deal with the disability community.

So it"s a great honor to be with you today. My sister Carolyn -
- the only reason I"m standing here today is because of my
sister Carolyn. Being the fifth of sixth the children. Teasing
earlier about being her older brother, I am responsible or my
presence is responsible strictly because my sister Carolyn
actually prayed for a little brother. And so I am here only
because 1 had an older sister who prayed I might arrive here.

And back in those days when 1 was born in the spring of
1944 frankly Roosevelt was still -- Franklin Roosevelt was
still President of the United States. And of course the doctor
we delivered me in Connecticut I was born with a kaul. Those of
you in the medical profession know this is a thin veil of skin
it"s supposed to be very good luck if you®"re born with a caul.
And the doctor turned to my mother and he said: Grace, this
young man may grow up to be President of the United States. And
my mother said. And what"s the matter with Roosevelt the? so
Carolyn and my date and age perspective.

Let me tell you a little bit about Carolyn here. 1 want
to -- because as a brother I"m entitled at this podium to be
proud of my sister. As we all are in our family here.

Carolyn®s life i1s involved some 40 years as a teacher. Some 20
years in the public school system of Connecticut in the inner
city Hartford. But before that helped provide the American
month sorry teaching at the Whitney school iIn Connecticut going
back to the late 1950s and done a remarkable job over the jobs
of iIncorporating month sorry techniques in public education.
Spent a year of Mexico working with disability children iIn that
country using Montessori techniques. Has really been an
inspiration to the other five of us iIn the family. But grew up
in an era quite frankly had it not been for my parents
determined my sister Carolyn would get the opportunity to reach
all of her God given potentials and abilities here and fought
every day to see that she would have that chance.

Too many of the people in my sister”s generation didn"t get
those opportunities. Not because their parents didn®"t want to



fight hard enough. 1t was very difficult access. The -- to
access the kind of opportunities that should have been
available. So for those of you today, understand there are
people like my parents who raised all of us in our household to
believe that my sister, Carolyn, could do anything that anybody
else could do. If given the opportunity to do it. And that"s
how I was raised.
[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: That"s how I was raised. So we had a
life long educational experience iIn our family about the
importance of these iIssues. And seeing to it that every human
being given the opportunity to reach all of the potentials that
the good Lord has given them. So I"m deeply honored given that
Carolyn i1s here today to introduce me. Let me take a few
minutes 1T 1 can and share with you some general thoughts about
these important issues. When I was first elected to Congress in
1974 along with Tom Harkin I might add we arrived in Congress on
the same day of January 1975. And I"ve been proud on the very
first day that the Americans With Disabilities Act was
introduced | became a co-sponsor that day of the Americans with
disability act. | didn"t wait around to see i1If other people
were going to join or not.
And the very fTirst piece of legislation some 33 years ago that 1
got involved in was public law in "94 142 and for those of you
who know the legislative history you know what that is and
that"s the education of all children®s act of the United States.
And one of the first things 1 did by calling up and using the
old influence of being in public office is I discovered that if
you were a state department foreign service officer and blind,
you didn®"t get a chance to be in that job here. It was
discrimination against serving as a foreign policy or a foreign
policy officer in the state department.

I just began to think of what my sister could have done
1T she was a foreign service officer iIn the state department.
And as a result of pushing back in 1975 and "76, we changed the
regulations in the state department. And today there are
foreign service officers who are blind who are serving all over
the world. Because you fight and you push back and you make a
difference every single day. Along the way.

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: Obviously look here. You have a
wonderful opportunity in this audience and throughout the state
and country to make a difference in this debate we"re having in
the country, again about the inclusiveness of our society. And
with this forum and of course the primary this winter here iIn
New Hampshire. So today I want to spend a few minutes about
talking about opportunity in my view for every single American,
how we can lift up and help produce results for those with



disabilities. And the workplace, in our healthcare system. In
our communities in every aspect of American life.

Each and every candidate in this Presidential race brings
I believe a particular set of values and experiences to the
tasks that are before them. Not only as a candidate. But those
of us that prevail In this as President of the United States.

So 1 wanted to share with you some of mine. To give you
some i1dea of why I"m doing this, why I"m a candidate and why I
believe 1 think I"m the right candidate at the right time to get
the results we"re all looking for.

I suspect that if 1 ask each and every one of you iIn the
audience here today what you cared most about, most about not
only in the upcoming election but also what you wanted to see
done in our country, it wouldn"t be getting healthcare done as
important as i1t is and | don"t minimize i1t. It wouldn"t be
getting out of Irag as important as that i1s and something 1 hope
we"re going to do sooner rather than later as critical as that
is, | would add. I suspect if I ask each and every one of you
what"s the single most important issue to you | suspect you
would say it"s your family, your children. The kind of world
that the next generation is going to grow up in. What are we
going to do on our watch to see to it as a generation that the
coming generation will have greater opportunities and more
abilities to achieve all of their potentials.

My daughter Grace, I"m a rather late bloomer in the father
business here. | have a six year old and a two year old. 1
tease audiences 1"m the only candidate for the presidency that
gets mail from AARP and diaper services | have a broad interests
in terms of constituent interest. But my daughter Grace was
born on September 13th, 2001 in fact jack see was on the way to
the hospital that morning after 1 had already gone to work and
as a result of seeing the smoke plume out of the -- turned the
car around she delayed the delivery of grace for two days.
Instead of being born on September 11th in Arlington Virginia
she arrived on the afternoon of September 13th. When 1 picked
her up on the afternoon as my first born 1 did what every parent
or grandparent has done through the ages I looked at my daughter
and asked a very simple question:

What kind of a world, what kind of a country is she going to
grow up in. The world had just changed forever, for all of us.
48 hours earlier. And 1 wanted to make sure that my child was
going to have all of the opportunities and all of the dreams
fulfilled, all of the hopes and aspirations that she might have
to reach all of her potential, as well.

Would she grow up in a world where every American share
the same opportunities that she might have. Or would she live
in America that fails to live up to those promises. | feel a
deep sense of responsibility as a father and as an American.



And 1'm sure all of you do to do everything we possibly can
during this moment of time that you and 1 get to make this
difference. For our country and the world in which we live in.
It comes deep inside as | said earlier. My father was a
prosecutor at the Nuremberg trials i1n Germany. He raised his
family talking about among many things the medical
experimentations that the Nazis performed on people with
disabilities in Germany those 13 years as he prosecuted those
defendants. Around our dining room and kitchen table he raised
his six children to understand the lessons of history. How iIn
moments of time well educated so-called cultured people can do
disastrous things and violent things to their fellow human
beings. And that each generation bore a responsibility to stand
up and to push back and to fight back. No victory is won
forever. Each and every generation has to stand up and fight
harder and harder to see to it that these rights and obligations
that we bear as human beings will be defended.
I would offer the Peace Corps served in Latin America and then
in the National Guard and army reserves and again watching
people with disabilities and different opportunities In nations
where the opportunities medically didn"t exist for so many
people and how you could grow up stigma advertised iIn a rural
mountain community in the Dominican Republic because of a
disability and what life would be like 1Tt you bore those scars
and how you would treat it by a community. 1 believe all of us
can make a difference through service and leadership. Service
and leadership I"m proud to have had because 1 was challenged by
leadership in this country at a time different than this when
leadership actually asked each and every one of us to be a part
of things larger than ourselves. 1 authored and passed when |
arrived In the Senate the family and medical leave act.
I don"t know 1Tt there are people In this room today who have
been able to take advantage of that. But I°m prouder of this
maybe than -- more than anything else that 50 million Americans
today don"t have to choose between the job they need and the
family they love when a crisis arrives iIn their families.
That"s the kind of leadership 1 think America needs and wants as
we face these crises.
[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: I want you to know it never would have
happened despite the seven years and three Presidents and two
vetoes to make that happen. What you probably don®"t know is it
was a mother of a severely disabled child that 1 met in St.
Bridget®s in Connecticut where I live who was the inspiration of
that legislation. Watching -- born on May 27th the same day as
I watching her grow up with disabilities that she was born with
watch people avoid her or even touching her in church on Sundays
inspired me to do something when I heard her family was having



to struggle with an income where jobs were at risk all the time
as they tried to take care of this child of theirs. 1 was
determined that whatever else | can do in Congress 1 was going
to make a difference so families didn*t have to make that choice
about having to lose the job when they want to take care of a
loved one.

Issues we"ve been talking about and discussing today are
personal. They reach deep into my family and my experience as a
young adult. And as a member of the United States Congress over
the past quarter of a century.

I haven®t learned about them through a briefing quite
candidly or a meeting in my office but through friends and
acquaintances and families and my own sister. As you“"ve heard,
Carolyn is legally blind. A proud member of the national
Tederation of employment she won an employment discrimination
lawsuit more than a dozen years ago I will never forget as long
as 1 live that lawyer from Denver flying across the country on a
moment"s notice to walk into the school Board of Hartford,
Connecticut and say you"re not going to fire a talented gifted
teacher because she has a disability. Because she®"s blind.
She"s a good teacher. She can make a difference. And because
we have advocates today, she didn"t lose that job. Carolyn
reminds all of us certainly her family that the disabled
community isn"t homogenous at all.

That each of us have different needs and face varying barriers
to opportunity in our country. That"s why I"m so proud to stand
before you today and say that 1 have consistently supported
appropriations related to the disabled community. Funding
critical programs for education, employment to Social Security,
housing and transition to work programs. My sister in many ways
the inspiration in our family is behind another piece of
legislation which you®ve already mentioned here and that is of
course help America vote.

I"m so proud to stand here today to tell you 1 worked to
ensure new voting protections for those with disabilities are
included in the final legislation. By the way, | see jibing
Dickinson here. This -- Jim did so much. This guy made a
difference beyond belief. This is a fighter. 1 want to tell
you. We didn"t quit on this legislation. 1 thank you immensely
for your leadership here to make a difference to see to i1t that
reforms and our voting process would be safer and more secure
and more transparent and accessible. And validating procedures
for Federal elections across our country.

We were able to provide funding to enable states and
localities to upgrade antiquated voting systems and we required
them to ensure broader access | might add so that those with
disabilities could vote privately independently and without
discrimination.



What an outrage in the 21st Century that people like
myself would have to go into a voting booth and have someone
assist them in casting a ballot In this day and age the right
that"s most important for us. My civil rights hero --

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: One of my great civil rights hero John
Lewis called the HAVA bill the most important voting rights law
since the voting rights of 1965. We need to ensure vigorous
enforcement of HAVA"s accessibility requirements provide voter
verified paper ballot and record and fund new accessibility
technologies. That"s why I introduced the voter act, if you
will, which includes these kinds of provisions. And I®ve made
restoring the Constitution, by the way, one of the center pieces
of my campaign. | believe you can®t defend America if you don"t
stand up and defend the Constitution of the United States.
Which i1s under assault by some of these people.

[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: That"s why I"m very proud that we --
what we did with HAVA. And after the disastrous elections of
2000, in which tens of thousands Americans were of course
disenfranchised changing 1 believe the outcome of that election
HAVA said that every American, every single person in our
country should be guaranteed the right to exercise the most
fundamental of all of our rights the right to cast a ballot and
have 1t counted. Because of our law that won"t be taken away
simply because of their disability. And I"m deeply proud of
that accomplishment. But obviously there are many more bridges
to cross we all know that. |I"m proud to say that everyday
Americans with disability act was introduced by Tom a supporter
as | said a moment ago. Despite that historic step people with
disabilities iIn our country continue to experience unemployment
at a rate above the national average as high as 70%.
For people with severe disabilities in our country. In part
because, of course, the courts have undermined the Americans
With Disabilities Act. That Is not my vision, America, and iIt"s
not yours.

And that"s why as President of the United States | want
you to know 1 would encourage public-private partnerships as
they relate to recruitment and hiring and retention of people

with disabilities. 1 would ensure that the tax code iIn our
country encourages employers to provide additional
accommodations for disabled applicants and employees. 1 would

strengthen the EEOC"s enforcement of ADA and put people in that
commission that are going to stand up and fight to see to it
that this law i1s uphold and fought for by the people of this
country.
[Applause.]
>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: Further, 1 would support efforts to



increase the development and access to assistive and universally
designed technologies in our workforce. And I would ensure that
the Federal government would become a model employer, by the
way, of the disabled, including the White House, including the
President"s office and the White House of the United States, as
well. Above all, -- above all, 1 would strengthen the ADA by
signing the ADA restoration act into law.

This is a bill whose time has come. And 1 congratulate
Tom Harkin and again 1°"m delighted to be a co-sponsor in that
legislation. Another important issue is affordable accessible
transportation for people with disabilities especially in rural
areas. It is an issue of fairness and necessity and people of
this state 1 think can understand it.

Indeed, one of the key points of my energy plan is to
increase access to affordable and convenient mass transit
systems that are fully accessible to people with disabilities
across all regions of our country. Mass transit that is cheaper
to operate because the fuel has grown here at home. Not
imported In some of those dangerous areas around the globe.

We all know mass transit saves, of course, a family®s
money In fuel costs and lowers pollution problems by reducing
the number of automobiles on our roads during rush hours. We
all know that affordable and convenient mass transit, as well,
iIs essential to ensuring that everyone can take advantage of
services and opportunities. It is also in my view the best way
to connect those with disabilities to jobs and schools and
healthcare facilities. And that®"s why 1 can tell you today in
this gathering that in a Dodd Administration never will access
be an impediment to people with disabilities regardless of where
you®"re from and where you need to go in this country. And this
needs to be a priority for all of us. This is a particularly --
this 1s a particularly important area obviously for those who
live In states like New Hampshire who live in states like lowa
who 1 believe require personalized transportation support
services.

Van services and ride share programs. But access isn"t just
about the geographics.

It"s also about the harnessing of the power of the
Internet. Which in today"s increasingly global economy is
absolutely critical that every American can take advantage of.
From doing business to obtaining information to remaining
competitive in this world, Internet technologies offer an
unprecedented ability to perform tasks and employment
obligations from home or anywhere else for that matter. That
means that those with disabilities have access to jobs,
activities and services that might previously have been
difficult to take advantage of.

And that"s why I will require that Internet technologies



be made fully accessible to people with disabilities. Including
the expansion of the wireless network -- including expansion of
the wireless network to that location rural or urban will never
be an impediment to assessing or using Internet technologies.

It"s the 21st Century. And it"s about time that our disability
policy got out of the 20th Century. And 1 believe we can do it
with informed and enlightened thoughts regarding the Internet.

That is also why 1 have been such a strong supporter of
Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. | was one of the Section
508 first authors, lead authors. And I continue to champion the
assistive technologies that my sister Carolyn mentioned that
ensure that those with disabilities have unfettered access to
promising new developments particularly In the area of
education.

With 1dea 1 won the passage the passage of the
instructional accessibility act that many of you are aware of.

A build designed to provide much needed assistance to blind and
print disabled students enrolled in our public school systems iIn
this country. As many of you may know, that legislation ensures
that blind and print disabled students receive textbooks and
other instructional materials in the formats that they receive
at the same time, by the way, as their peers. 1711 never forget
having the testimony of a young child from Guilford Connecticut,
a blind child who talked about the difficulties that i1t was in
the delays for her to get the materials. That were not
available to her. Because she was totally blind.

And having to wait weeks and months in some cases to be
able to get that information and that material.

That one child was the inspiration of that legislation to
make sure the accessibility will be there. Ensuring the blind
have the same education materials as their peers. It seems like
such a simple idea. But without legislation we made i1t possible
and I*m proud of that legislation, as well. And as President 1
might add my budgets will reflect a fully funded IDEA i1n this
country here. We"re going to see that that"s part of the
budgetary process.

Let me lastly, if I can, lastly here mention healthcare
because obviously this is critical, as well.

I have a universal healthcare plan that would make
affordable accessible healthcare available to every single
person In our country. Part of a nation regardless of that
American®s job is status, their ability to pay or previous
medical conditions I might add. 1t would require mental health
parity as a condition of participation as well as include long
term services supports. And to make sure that individuals get
the prescription support services and medical devices that they
need. Let me mention, by the way, the mental health parity
issue. 1 want to tell Teddy how difficult this issue was and



he*ll know what I"m about to say. His brother has one bill on
mental health parity and his brother has another in the house
you want to talk about an awkward moment having to choose
between my colleague that sits on my immediate right and his son
that sits in the other chambers an I love his father more than
any other member that 1 serve with but | choose Patrick®s bill
because 1t"s a bit better.

And those of you who know the difference out here will know what
I*m talking about here.

I move my seat a little further away from your father
after | made that decision along the way. | happen to believe
we have an obligation as I hope all of you do, as well. To help
states implement the Olmstead verses the LC Supreme Court
decision. And help address the institutional bias and the
current Medicaid system which exists. The Olmstead decision
which 1 hope all of you aware are makes clear that all
individuals with disabilities should have the choice to live
their lives as full and integrated members of their own
communities. And that"s the point of that legislation. The
Federal government -- the Federal government should ensure that
states provide Americans with disabilities the freedom to choose
the kind of care that they believe will best enable them to live
Tfull, complete and manageable lives.

My administration would support the creation of
additional community based options, 1 might add for those with
disabilities while at the same time working to ensure that
individuals choosing to live In these settings have the same
access to Medicaid as those living iIn institutions.

Ultimately these i1ssues are about who we are as a nation.
Whether we stand for leadership that divides or unites us as a
people. That provides real opportunity for all of us in this
country. Leadership that sticks our children with a bill or
delivers unimportant issues that will improve their live. All
of these matters here and these ideas are critically important.

And you may say or look at them: Well, all of these
candidates have a lot of similar ideas and thoughts. What do 1
bring to this debate and discussion that may be somewhat
different?

Over the last 26 years 1°ve understood that no one party,
no one individual, no matter how well intentioned, no matter how
talented, no matter how great their ideas are can do this alone.
We are a nation that doesn"t elect a king or queen or dictator
on Election Day to be President we choose the leader of our
country hopefully that has the ability to bring people together
to make a difference for our nation. That"s what"s been missing
too often. We have political leaders spending most of their
time trying to convince the country the other side is totally
wrong. | think the country is getting sick and tired of it.



They want leadership that knows how to get a job done with the
proven ability to get results for our nation.

I understood that from the beginning. When I arrived in
the United States Senate 26 years ago the first thing I did was
to form a children®s caucus because i1t seemed we had a caucus
for every imaginable constituents in our country but one out of
four Americans are children. So I reached out to a new
Republican and 26 years later that children caucus still
operates and functions 1 thought we needed a child care bill in
this country to provide affordable accessible child care 1
reached out to Orin in Utah we authored the child care
development block grant which provided billions of dollars to
make accessible affordable child care for families. On family
medical leave 1 did it with -- on autism I did it with Rick San
torah. On premature birth and infant screening I did 1t on
prescription drugs. On every single case it takes leadership
that can bring people together.

Otherwise these are nothing more than a collection of speeches.
And promises that will go unfulfilled. |If we don"t elect people
that can one, win an election by bringing a party and a nation
together. And then on January 20th of 2009 can bring our
country together. That can reach out to people across the
political divide and find the common ground that we all need in
order to make our progress as a nation. To reach that more
perfect union that the founders of our nation so described in
the preamble of the Constitution of the United States.

That becomes our collective responsibility. Yours and
mine. When we talk about the greatest generation, it isn"t just
the leaders, the political leaders of those generations. It"s
the people whose names no one is ever going to hear of again
that sit on those crosses or grave yards in Belgium or France or
in some Pacific i1sland that 18 or 19 year old, that individual
in a farm community or small town in New Hampshire that reached
out during the depression and saved someone"s life and family
because it made a difference. Our generation is no different iIn
a sense. We bear that same kind of responsibility as a
generation to make a difference.

I mentioned earlier that 1 served in the Peace Corps. In
the early 1960s. 1°ve been asked a million times why did 1 do
that? The answer 1°ve given a million times is the same: 1 was
asked by an American President to do something bigger than
myself. To make a difference in our country. What a time it
was to be alive and to be an American.

To be invited by political leadership in a country. To
get involved iIn things. To get involved in the Civil Rights”
Movement, the farm market moves to go to the military go to the
Peace Corps. Make a difference. Do something in your own
community or town. How good it felt to be an American. To be



proud no matter where you went. People were proud to be
associated with us and stand with us. I don"t think we"ve
changed at all. 1 think leadership has. Compare if you will,
the challenge given more than a generation and a half ago to a
generation with us with a call this President made in the wake
of 9/11 instead of asking us to do something larger than
ourselves when asked what Americans could do, the answer was to
go shopping. What a disgrace. How far we®"ve come in the
leadership of our country.

When you go from asking what you can do to make a
difference to go shopping. | want to be that kind of leader in
our country that invites not only this generation but coming
generations to live up to the hopes and aspirations of a great
country. We bear that collectively. Not just us standing
behind this podium but each and every one of us. So when our
time is done my little daughters Grace and Christina that two
year old and six year old will not only look to her father but
all of us and say at a broken time they made a difference. They
got America back on its feet again. They restored moral
authority around the globe. That"s our collective
responsibility. To fight for each other and the future of our
country in the world in which we live. Thank you all for
listening to me today.

I*m delighted and honored to have been here.
[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: Thank you, all.

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you. Thank you, Senator Dodd. 1
know Senator Dodd has to leave in about ten minutes. So we will
have time for a few questions. And I just should note as one of
the organizers of this event that Senator Dodd was the very
first candidate to commit to coming to be with us In New
Hampshire.

[Applause.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Mary Shu from Concord New Hampshire
asked: What would you do as President to improve education
outcomes for students with disabilities?

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: Well, we talked about it some of the
it already the 941-142 in how to begin the process. We"ll have
to go through the no child left behind in the coming days. In
fact the chairman of the committee is scheduling these
activities. 1It°s going to expire. Let me say to all of you
here because 1 think again 1t"s one of these issues where iIt"s
easy to demo going on these issues and people are very hostile
to no child left behind. There®s criticisms about the law.
Certainly the funding aspects are one of the main ones. But
also the rigidity of the legislation the lack of providing
flexibility and understanding that we should be measuring growth



of children. Not just taking a snapshot In time as to whether
or not they are passing some test or turning our elementary and
secondary schools into test prep centers.

But 1 believe we ought to try and reform the law. Not get rid
of it all together. 1 don"t want to go back to the time when
there was a lack of accountability in our educational system
here In seeing to this that every child had an opportunity to
have access to the materials, the curriculums, the quality of
teachers and others that are necessary for everyone to reach
their potential. So the one thing I"m going to insist upon as
we go forward with the reform areas in no child left behind is
to make sure the children with disabilities are not going to be
dropped out of no child left behind. We want to make sure the
children with disabilities are going to remain within the
framework of NCLB. That"s going to be critically important.
And 1 hope you agree with that particular point.

And then we need to make sure as we go through this that
the support, the assessments that are being made, the
accountability is there, the accommodations are going to be
there for children, as well. | love having integrated systems,
ifT you will. Here 1| spoke at a Head Start Program in lowa a
wake or so ago. Where in these early Head Start Programs
there®s a community of both childrens with disabilities and
those without in the same learning environment. And as the
teacher said afterwards 1 was Impressed she said could you tell
which children were disabled and which were not and you couldn®t
tell because they are working with the whole system and idea of
incorporating people with the process. So first and foremost
it"s seeing to it that those kind of curriculum based programs,
the teachers, again, the assessments, the accommodations are
going to be there for children with disabilities.

And 1 would certainly insist upon that. Not only as a member of
the Senate dealing with the legislation. But also as President
of the United States.

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: The next question is from Frank
Vinsguera of Concord New Hampshire sorry, Frank if |
mispronounced your last name. How does your healthcare proposal
affect access to people with disabilities who need specialty
services and how does it affect out-of-pocket costs.

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: Again, I invite all of you here if
you“"re interested looking on the web site where all of the
various proposals where health and education and the like are
laid out iIn Chris Dodd.com. [I*11 try not to belabor the answer
to the question.

The plan 1s a universal plan so i1t covers all of these
issues. We ban any discrimination based on pre-existing
conditions which is one of the major issues that people face
within the disability community.



And we require that everyone participate and everyone
benefits and provides the subsidies for those that would have
financially a difficult time reaching that obligation. That"s
the one significant cost to my had healthcare proposal. We also
use the Federal employees health benefit package, i1f you will,
or the structure for this program. 1It"s one of the best, if not
the best, iIn the country.

Every Federal employee already utilizes this program.
Every member of Congress does. One of the infuriating moments
iIs to hear members of Congress opposed to any kind of universal
healthcare system and then knowing simultaneously that every
member of Congress has one of the best healthcare systems in the
world. If members of Congress can have 1t, their constituents
should have it, as well, 1 might add to see we have fairness and
consistency in the country here along the way.

But the special needs would be accommodated, as well.

And by spreading out of course the risk among those who are
healthier, younger and wealthier among those who may be older
not as well we can bring down these costs, including things
dealing with prescription drugs medical devices and the like so
people can have total access to that and this should be bringing
down costs and including people iIn it is critical to it. Again
I invite you to take a look at the provisions of the bill
looking at some chronic conditions of the bill and how we serve
those administrative needs and costs to deal with the overall
effectiveness and the overall price of the program.

But again, 1 come back to the point I tried to make
earlier to you. | hear all of these details and these plans are
important. But I think every one of us In this room today
recognize that come Election Day 2008 and my plan is not to wait
until January of 2009. But on healthcare to begin sitting down
immediately after the election to bring together the
stakeholders on this issue. To work to develop that universal
healthcare plan for our nation. Not wait until January. But to
start immediately here. And to recognize there will be people
here who have very different views than you and 1 do on this
issue. But to begin that process and insist upon some of these
basic principles on how we*"ll have that universal healthcare
system that provides for the needs of all Americans regardless
of their condition. And that will be a part and obviously very

essential as we move forward on this -- in this effort, too.
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Thank you, Senator. And before our last
question, 1 just want to let the audience know that at the

conclusion of Senator Dodd®"s remarks, we will be breaking for
lunch. And Keith Jones, who is going to be providing us with
some entertainment and food for thought will be performing in
about 45 minutes or so. So we are going to break for lunch.
That will allow Chris Dodd, as well, some chance to meet and



talk with some of you individually.

So Senator Dodd, here i1s our final question for you:

How can our community be more effective In getting our
messages across to candidates for public office?

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: Well, this 1s a great question and one
that 1 don"t think we"ve done as good a job. Part of it this
has to be more than just a forum where we talk about these
issues In the abstract in a sense. 1 think 1t"s critically
important that people see firsthand conditions and inviting
people to come places in forums where these issues exist In a
very real way. And not -- that doesn"t happen often enough.

I"ve often encouraged groups to make sure that
particularly in the states where people live we have wonderful
who come and lobby and do a good job on behalf of these needs in
Washington meeting with staffs and talking about legislation.
But nothing as effective In my view iIs actually having a member
of Congress or a member of the state Legislature or a member of
the City Council actually come where you are iIn a sense and get
to see you, the people you work with, the people you“re involved
with every single day.

You can have a huge impact on the decision making
process. If it"s only an intellectual exercise, then too often
you“re competing with other people who make great causes on
various issues. But they fail to see and understand in a very
direct way what people go through, the difficulties they face,
the problems they have to overcome. And so I strongly encourage
in this process not only here today but outside of this, 1
promise you in most instances my experience has been that people
in public office welcome the opportunity to be invited to come
somewhere.

Secondly, ask them to do the following: Say we ask you
to come and we ask you only to do one thing. We want you to
come for a half an hour or an hour. Then we want you to do
something you"re not often asked to do. We want you to be
quiet. Don"t give a speech. Just listen. Just listen.

Listen. Just listen to what I"m saying. And 1 think
what you find, again, that the reaction here where people can
actually learn something and sit down and actually go through
what the issues are, how important they are, what a difference
they can make, you can have an incredible impact leaving an
indelible impression in the mind of the eye of someone who might
otherwise -- you"re here at a meeting a schedule Tony will tell
you you got your First meeting somebody shows up it"s 10:00
o"clock people are coming in right and left. You try to be
patient give them the time turn them over to a staff individual.
Nothing succeeds like back in that state, back in that District,
in that representative area where you serve. And having someone
come and spend a morning, spend a day and understand what these



issues are and how important they can be.
That"s the most effective tool | know to engage people.

And then I want to underscore what Tony has said. | want
to underscore what Tony has said. Unfortunately the disability
community has the largest% age of eligible voters who don"t
participate in our elections In this country it"s the single
largest percentage of eligibility voters as a group. That"s got
to change here. It isn"t just enough to gather and complain.
We"ve got to get up and talk and make choices about people who
understand these issues, who care about them deeply. Speeches
are wonderful. Great to hear. Like anybody else, show me the
background. She me where you“ve done a difference. Show me
where you made a difference. Tell me where you stood up In the
past to fight on behalf of people and the concerns they have.
You must demand that. And you start developing a record and a
history where people not only give a good talk about things but
also demonstrate throughout their lives and careers how
important these issues are and then people understand the value
of it and fight for legislation like HAVA there are people out
there who object you have people who stood at this podium today
that 1 had to fight with to get HAVA passed that objected that
the disability community was going to make sure we had access
and ability.

Jim will tell you he sat with me day after day to fight with the
legislation and the difficulty we had in convincing some people
of the importance of making sure every person had the right to
cast a ballot In this country to do so rightly and
independently. And I will never, ever, ever give up on the
determination if that"s a part of the process iIn this country.
That"s about as fundamental as it gets. Thank you. Thank you
all, everybody. | appreciate it.
[Applause.]

>>SENATOR CHRIS DODD: My assistant Carolyn said you owe me
one 1 didn"t tell them about the tricks you played on me like
the snow you put down my back.

[Laughter.]

(Lunch)

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: Ladies and gentlemen, | hope you"re
enjoying your lunch and good company here today. How has the
program gone so far? What would you say?

[Applause.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: I would have to agree. | think this
forum Is meeting and exceeding our every expectation. And this
afternoon will be no different. And, by the way, I do think
it"s terrific. |I"m taking off my moderator hat here for a
second. And when -- to greet -- when the candidates come and
when they leave to go up and thank them for taking the time to
come here. | think that all of us should go and to the extent



it gets a little crowded over there, 1 understand. But just

introduce yourself and thank them. 1 think that that is another
way that I think voters with disabilities can improve our
situation.

Okay. So here i1s what we"re going to do now: We have
Congressman Kucinich coming at 2. He"s going to be here at 2.
And in the meanwhile, one sec .

[Background talking.]
>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: All right, everybody. 1"m sorry for
that mix-up. 1 was trying to find the official bio of Keith
Jones, who is going to entertain us. And I"m embarrassed to say
I couldn®™t find it. But I did remember reading about it. And
learning about it.

And 1 would like to introduce Keith. He can introduce
himself certainly when he comes up here. But he®s a writer.
He"s a rapper. He"s a musician. He"s a political activist.
He"s a median. What else are you, Keith? He"s a great
American. Please welcome, Keith Jones.

[Music].

>>KEITH JONES: Yeah, they told me to go to the right of the
podium. Can you hear me?

>>THE AUDIENCE: VYes.

>>KEITH JONES: 1°m glad you can. Because now I can hear
myself. So i1f I said anything that can be used against me iIn
You Tube .

How is this? Hello? Can everybody see me?
>>THE AUDIENCE: VYes.
[Applause.]

>>KEITH JONES: Well, hello, everyone. My bio said poof. So
I*m going to give you a little bit of -- this is a little brief
history of who 1 am. And then we"ll get into 1t. |1 don"t know
how long. How long do 1 have?

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: You have about 20 minutes.

>>KEITH JONES: Okay. 1 have 20 minutes. Oh, I don"t know
if they know what they just said.

[Laughter.]

>>TED KENNEDY, JR.: You"re coming back on this afternoon.

>>KEITH JONES: So I"m coming back on this afternoon. So I
won"t tell you all of the juicy tidbits until later on. That
will keep you here.

As you know, my name is Keith Jones. [I"m a community
activist, a disability rights activist because as you can see,
my disability is that 1"m just devastatingly sexy.

[Laughter.]

>>KEITH JONES: That tends to get in the way of parking and,
you know, things like that. Hotel accommodations. The bathroom
doesn®t seem to fit my ego. So I kind of turn sideways when |
go in.



So what | was asked to do is | was asked to quote
entertain unquote and leave you with food for thought. So I
live in Massachusetts. So I"m down -- I"m Downstate. All the
way down through southern New Hampshire. Known as Boston.

And -- thank you. There you go. All right.

And what | saw today, | saw a lot of politicians doing
their thing. And actually, we have to be very happy that
Presidential candidates actually are paying attention to us. |If
we remember 2004 when they were like: Oh, that"s so nice.
That"s so sweet. What"s your name again? And then they pat you
on the head and run away.

And with that I mean I was in Boston at the Democratic
national convention. And we were in the Democratic caucus. And
they were like: We"re going to have the disability caucus. And
we got all excited and we were like: Yeah, we are going to talk
about our issues. And they came In and just started handing out
parking tickets and handicap placards and saying thank you we~ll
see you at the he poll but they forgot to tell us we didn"t get
to the poll because there was no ramp. They said are you going
to vote? Sure, if I can get the hell in there. You know, if 1
could reach the level, that would really be nice.

And it just struck me how, you know, when you think about
disability, people are like: Oh my God. How do you do i1t?

It"s just -- oh --
(Switching writers, please refresh your browser until
captions restart.)
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[Laughter]

>> | thought about it for a second. 1 said, dude, this is
so not gonna happen. And they were like, "Put your hands up!"
Okay. Then they were like, "Put your hands down.' Then 1 was
like, ""Make up your mind! Do you want them up or down?"
Then they said, "What are you doing?" 1 said, "My friend"s car
got broken into." "That"s b.s.”™ 1 said, "I"m not feeling --
how do you steal a car from the passenger side?"
(Laughter)

>> "well, crooks are stupid!"
I said, "l got a college-degree,”™ and he said, "Well, you"re a
smart stupid crook.”™ 1 said,”And you"re a cop?"

Oh, my God. And so we go back and forth and I don"t know how 1
talked him out of it. He puts his gun back and 1t -- this is

going, 1 know what you look like and I said, yeah, we all look
alike!

(Laughter)

>> He got in the paddy wagon and took off, I said, whoa,
that was close, 1 turn on the radio and go back to sitting. Now
another cop car pulls up. This is a different cop. "Get out of
the car. Put your hands up." I said, 'Your boy was already
here.”™ ™1 don"t give a damn. Get out of the car, what kind of

drugs are you on?"

Apparently not good ones because you keep messing with me I™m
looking at this dude and then I realize what this is looking
like. In the ashtray is my friend"s wallet that"s busting with
money. I*m just like, this is so -- I"m like this is so not
good and then 1 asked the cop, 1 said, Mr. Officer, sir, you
gotta talk like that so they don"t beat you down in the street,
Mr. Officer, sir, | said what kind of criminal would I be if I™m
stealing a car under a street light, on Beacon Hill from the
passenger side?

He said, well, you stupid. 1[I*m like, I have a degree. 1 don"t
care and so five minutes, 1 talk him out of 1t. He leaves, I
said, okay. Wow, 1 must be done for the day!

No sooner did he hit the corner, it"s the first cop. ™1 told

you to get out of the car!™

I"m like, "Dude, do you have short-term memory loss?"

Because at this point my nerves were bad, my drunk had wore off,
I was sober and 1 was not happy and he is sitting there, | don"t
care what you are doing, standing there with a gun and his
partner gets out of the car and start shining the flashlight,



what are you gonna do with the money and the wallet?

I said, if 1t was mine, I would spend it. But since it ain"t
mine, I"m gonna leave it right there where 1t"s at. He"s like I
don"t care.

>> As this i1s all going on, my friend, who iIs from Sweden,
62, blonde hair and blue eyes, plays volleyball, he wouldn®t
get mad because that®"s how he describes himself, he comes over,
are you okay, my God, what happened?

The cop goes, we thought he was in trouble, we were here to
help him!

I took a deep breath and 1 said, "Only iIn America, only 1in
America."” So that"s Sitting While Black.

[ Applause ]

and I tell you that story because it ties In to what we are
doing here which Is we are trying to get political leaders to
pay attention to what our hopes and dreams and our desires are,
what we want to do and how we want to live and how we want to
proceed in our life.

We are not asking for them to reshape the world, we are
just asking to make the world fair and equitable so we can
access our dreams and our hopes and our possibilities just like
everybody else.

That"s all we"re asking for, that"s all we need.

[Applause]

And as this thing goes on, 1"m sitting there and I"m like, okay,
it cain"t get no stranger than this. Well, I used to smoke
cigarettes a lot. I have cut -- well, 1 cheat, don"t tell
nobody, and one day, when 1 was working, 1 actually used to work
for VSA arts and our office was in Chinatown and 1 would go
downstairs and smoke a cigarette. So I"m sitting In the
wheelchair smoking the cigarette and 1 did not know how much
money you could make sitting outside smoking a cigarette!

[ Laughter ]

You know, 1 really did not know that. |1 spent all that time iIn
college, doing homework and 1 could have just set on the corner
smoking a cigarette and been rich beyond my wildest dreams.

So as I"m sitting there smoking, now the funny part is
people -- every time they saw me with a cigarette they would try
to figure out how iIs eliteing these cigarettes and you could see
the question marks on their forehead as they walked by. 1 was
like, that®"s for me to know and for you to find out. And so as
I"m sitting there, you know, smoking the cigarette and
apparently my nerves were really bad so 1"m smoking the siing
relt, people are walking by me and throwing change in the
wheelchair. 1°m like, 1If you"re gonna throw something at me,
throw a 10 dollar bill or 20, hook a brother up, throw me a
hundred dollars.



I*m sitting there, no, okay, this guy is like, here, take it,
no, that"s okay, here, take it. 1 took i1t. 1 only give you
three chances to say no. You only get three chances. So this
guy walks by me and reaches in his pocket and hands me a 10
dollar bill and 1"m like dude, I don"t want your 10 dollars. |
don"t want 1t. Here, take it. 1 don"t want your money!

I have a job. Apparently if you are in a wheelchair, and you
are smoking a cigarette outside your job, you"re homeless and
you"re broke and you need somebody to give you $10. | said
okay, so 1 took his $10 because 1 was hungry and Burger King was
right around the corner and 1 had thanked him for lunch and went
on and got my Whopper and I went upstairs and | said |1 can"t
believe these people are throwing money at me. 1 didn"t pay no
mind to I1t.

Usually i1t"s an occurrence like when 1 was In New York and
I had a McDonald bag on the inside of the wheelchair and we were
waiting for the A train and somebody came and put 85 cents on my
cheeseburger. 1 don®"t know where the hell your money has been,
why are you putting change on top of my food?

Apparently either | just was not dressed appropriately or I had
a really broke look on my face. 1 couldn"t quite figure out
which one i1t was.

So the guy that gave me the 10 dollars, 1 told the story, 1
went shopping. On the back of my chair, 1 thought, now, mind
you | got paid so the bags had names like, name brand stuff, 1
see the same guy in the mall and 1 have bags hanging on the back
of my wheelchair, the same guy, he came over and gave me ten
more dollars. This time 1 didn"t give him three chances, 1 took
the $10!

And then after he gave me the $10, I guess people felt really
bad they had not given me money so, like, there was a line of
people throwing change and dollars who my chair. 1 think 1 made
about $50 that night. 1 went straight to the club and had a
good old time.

And 1 tell you these things because what it did was it kind
of caused a question in my mind, 1 was like, is It me?

Or is it them?

I started to really wonder, am I not dressing right?

I thought 1 was cute. 1 had an matching shoes, hat on, smelling
good, a million dollar smile, see?

[ Laughter ]

So 1 thought 1 was doing all right and the next thing I
know, 1 got money being thrown at me and 1 thought they were
being nice.

So that next day my cousin was with me and we were in the
line to cash a check, okay. If it sounds like 1*m making this
up, I really wish I could. The guy was in line cashing his



check in front of me. | didn"t pay him no mind and 1 was
praying to God that he did not know who I was. So he cashes his
check and he goes to the side, me and my cousin go up and I cash
my check and we"re counting the money and the guy says, hey, and
pulls out his wad and starts going hundreds, 50s, 20s, 10s, 5s,
and got to the $1 bill and handed me a dollar bill. 1 said man,
you skipped over hundreds and 50s and you only gonna give me a
dollar?

I*"m insulted but again was 1t me or was 1t him. So I took the
dollar. 1 have no shame in the game. Don"t get it twisted.

But 1 just thought it was very interesting how the same guy
could see me iIn three different situations at three different
times and have the same reactions.

It"s sort of like politicians now. They see people with
disabilities and 1t"s like, oh my God, God bless you for being
so strong, oh, my God, you get up and you do what! And you are
married?

She must have a saint and I*m like, dude, if I wasn®"t a good
Christian boy 1 would whup your behind right here and right now.
But I took a deep breath, prayed to the Lord to give me strength
and | turned away. Because, you know, if you are a person with
a disability and you are with someone who may not appear to have
the disability they assume the one without the disability is
taking care of the person with the disability. Or like if you
go to the restaurant, my favorite story, going to the restaurant
with my friends and there®s four of us and they -- everybody
orders. "I1°1l1 have a burger.'” And they get to me and say,
"What does he want to eat?"

I go, "Are you kidding me? Ask me!"

"1 didn"t know iIf you could talk.”™ ™I could talk enough to cuss
you out"™ and because we"re in public 1 won"t tell you the words
and they were very colorful. |1 thought that was one of the best

rants. It kept going to the point that perception about what we
can and cannot do tends to be excused because people tend to
look at us like, well, you guys can®t do anything. Like, well,
that"s not necessarily so. And if i1t was, why am I here iIn this
store with you?

Why am I living my life like you®re living your life?

The only difference between me and you is life circumstances.

That is it. That is all. If you put me in a position where I
have Bill Gates®™ money, 1 probably wouldn®t be sitting here
right now.

So 1 want to thank you all for listening, 1 wish you

nothing but the best. Let"s get these people to do what is
absolutely mandatory for them to do. Thank you.

>> How about another round of applause for Keith Jones?
[ Applause ]



By the way, we are going to -- we"d like to invite you to come
back again at around 4:00. Are you willing to come back and
share some more stories at 4:007

>> Only i1f they~ll have me.

>> What do you say?

[ Applause ]

>> Nice going, Keith. Thank you very much for coming
together.

>> Thank you.

>> | have to remember some of those lines. Thank you.
That is great. He was fantastic.

[ Applause ]

Welcome to the afternoon portion of our program. We are very
delighted to have in our presence Congressman Kucinich who has
taken the time out of his busy schedule and come to New
Hampshire from Washington to address all of us, Congressman
Kucinich has had a fascinating political year. Political year
and political career. He has really succeeded in many ways by
disproving conventional wisdom. He"s been In Congress since
1996. He"s extremely popular in his own district in Ohio, he
has been voted the chair of the progressive caucus because of
his passionate commitment to peace, human rights, workers*
rights, rights, economic just particular and the environment.

Congressman Kucinich, welcome to Granite State Independent
Living Forum and we"re glad you"re here with us today!
[Applause]

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: Good afternoon, everyone.
And before 1 begin, 1 would like to make a very special
introduction of a woman who is just transformed my life and is
having an impact on this campaign in many ways, my wife
Elizabeth.

Elizabeth, would you stand.

[Applause]

To Ted Kennedy, thank you very much, thank you for your own
commitment to a lifetime of commitment to people who are
differently-abled because I look at it that way, any one of us
who come from a big family understand that there are people who
are differently-abled, they are not necessarily disabled because
someone, everyone can do something and we need to have the kind
of society that reaches forward and reaches out and is able to
tap the abilities that everyone has.

One of the things that I wanted to talk to you about today
before we go to questions is the approach that I would take as
president of the United States to healthcare that would impact
so many of the communities represented in this room and I want
to explain a little bit about myself for a moment.

I am the oldest of seven. My own parents never owned a



home. We moved around a lot when I was growing up because as
renters, the more the family grew, the more difficult it became
to find rent so by the time I was 17 years old, we lived in 21
different places, including a couple cars. When you grow up in
a big family under intense economic stresses all the time it can
have an effect on children so it"s not really a secret there are
some people in my family who have had some serious mental health
issues and because of when you have someone in your family who
deals with that closely, you realize what all families go
through In trying to make sure that someone in the family who
needs mental health gets it.

We have a society that is largely indifferent to people who
need help from many different kinds of disabilities.

We know that those who have fought for mental health party have
found that insurance companies only want to go so far. They may
insure a couple visits and there may be some followup. |If you
need a prescription, you®"re gonna be iIn trouble because of the
high cost of the drugs. There are a lot of people iIn this
country today who are not getting the mental healthcare that
they need because of the for-profit healthcare system we have
and there are people who are wheelchair-bound who aren®t getting
the healthcare they need because of this for-profit healthcare
system, people who are sight or hearing-impaired who aren”t
getting cared for, people who need long-term care who can"t
afford 1t because the truth of the matter is a for-profit
healthcare system helps insurance companies make money and they
make money by not providing care.

Now, 1t"s very interesting to be on the platform with Ted
Kennedy, Jr., and let me tell you why, because his father
proposed a healthcare bill when he first came to the senate
years ago. My career goes back to 1967.

I think your father started iIn 1968 in the senate or
somewhere around there.

>> TED KENNEDY JR: 1962.

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: That®"s a long time and he
was talking 40 years ago about a not-for-profit healthcare
system. 1"ve had the honor to be the co-author of the bill in
the House of Representatives, 83 members of the House of
Representatives now support this bill. For a not-for-profit
system called Medicare for all. Everyone would be covered under
this, there would be no premiums, no co-pays, no deductibles, we
would take the $700 bill a year which currently goes for
corporate profit, stock options, executive salaries,
advertising, marketing, cost of paperwork, 15 to 30% with the
insurance companies, we could take that and put it into care for
people and let me tell you what we would be able to cover. We"d
be able to cover vision care, total coverage, dental care,



prescription drugs, totally paid for with the government
negotiating with the drug companies for rock-bottom prices, not
this phony Medicare part D deal, that lets the pharmaceutical
companies be able to charge Medicare whatever they want, but a
real prescription drug benefit that would be free.

That"s how much money i1s in healthcare these days. Long-term
care would be covered.

I want everyone here to listen to this. |If you can afford
long-term care, and not everyone can, you go into most nursing
homes and they ask you to sign a statement of financial
viability and your property that you own, the house, land, what
your assets are, and before you might be able to apply for any
government benefits you have to exhaust your own benefits. This
is something that always bothered me. People can work a
lifetime to be able to just have a little something and then a
major illness in a family, particularly later in life, you can
lose everything you worked a lifetime for. 1 have never
understood why America lets that happen. And 1 know when you
are talking about long-term care, because of the tremendous
cost, many people provide care at home and yet there"s this type
of thinking that says, well, people provide care at home and
should not in any way receive any kind of compensation. 1 reject
that.

The bill 1 have in the Congress for the first time in this
country®s history opens the door for total cover rang of long-
term care, including giving people the choice whether they want
to be able to get the care that they need in a nursing home or
receiving the care at home.

Now, this becomes significant for many people who have
differently-abled because as you remember the only steady
decision in 1999 when the Supreme Court, you know, effectively
ruled on behalf of those who are differently-abled saying people
should have a choice, i1It"s one thing to have a choice but it"s
another thing to have a system that backs up your choice.
Because you could choose to stay at home or in your community
but 1T there®s no financial resources available to make it
possible for you to live a productive life, then you®re out of
luck.

I*"m talking about a system, a not-for-profit healthcare
system that establishes healthcare for all Americans, whatever
their status, whether they are perfectly hell any and they just
need preventive care or if they have a long-term disability,
everyone is covered, there is no deselection, no screening,
everyone is covered. No premiums, no co-pays, no deductibles,
everybody is covered. No more bankruptcies because people can"t
afford to pay hospital or doctor bills.

It"s time iIn America that we establish healthcare as a



basic human right and made it afford believe to everyone and
lifted this country up!
[Applause]

I*m the only one running for president of the United States
who is advocating this system. 14,000 physicians support it,
hundreds of labor unions, and locals, community groups across
America favor this. Let me tell you what"s happened to our
politics. You get into the political didn*"t and my fellow
candidates say you"ll never get this through Congress because of
the power of the iInsurance companies. | want everyone to think
about this for a moment because this is a central point in this
campaign.

What kind of a president of the United States would anyone
be 1T even iIn the campaign for the presidency they concede that
insurance companies have more power than the presidency?

I want everyone here to think about that because that has real
implications to where this country is going. Because i1f we
concede that insurance companies are more powerful than the
presidency, our are arms manufacturers more powerful than the
presidency so we stay at war?

Are oil companies more powerful than the presidency so we stay
tied to hydrocarbon-based energy?

Are banks more powerful than the presidency so you stay in
conditions where people are losing their homes because of
corruption in lending?

You start to think about this. You know what, the presidency is
an extension of the American people. 1t"s called "We, the
people’™, the people created the presidency and 1 commit to you
that that White House will belong to you, 1"m ready, on behalf
of the people, as the voice of the people, to take on the
insurance companies, to rally the American people iIn the cause
of healthcare, no one has the right to drain the pockets of the
American people holding them captive iIn a system that does not
give them the care that they need while people are even paying
for it.

I*m talking about a total different type of presidency, one
that fights for the people.

It was in January of 1961 when John F. Kennedy said that
we should ask not what our country could do for you, ask what we

can do -- what you can do for your country. Let me say that
right now our nation is in jeopardy. We are losing our nation
to war and to lies. It i1s time that we had a president who is

able to understand what people go through, who is able to
understand the mechanisms of government after 40 years of
involvement in politics so we can elevate the purpose of our
nation, so that American once again be the beloved nation that
relates to people"s practical aspirations for healthcare, for



jobs, for education for our children, for retirement security,
for decent housing, the kind of country we can have. It can be
barely imagined by so many Americans today but this campaign is
dedicated to calling forth the potential of America, the
goodness of America, the resources of America, to be able to
create the nation that shows that i1t cares for people and your
presence here today presents the challenge to this country as to
whether or not we can be a nation of compassion, as to whether
or not we can be a caring nation, as to whether or not we are
ready to live by those words, government of the people, by the
people and for the people.

That"s the direction 1 will take this country. Thank you very
much .

[Applause]

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: Thank you.

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you, Congressman Kucinich, for
sharing your thoughts and visions with us. We have a number of
questions that have been submitted by the audience. This one is
from Andy, 1 know you spoke briefly about this iIn your remarks.
But what will you do -- the question is: What will you do as
president to improve the rights and opportunities for people
with mental i1llness?

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: Well, certainly we need
total coverage. People need the opportunity -- people need to
know the care is there. We need to take the stigma off of
mental illness. There"s still some of that there in our
society, we have made some progress over the last 50 years but
we need to make more. But i1t"s one thing to talk about removing
the stigma but it"s another thing to have care available.

Look, 1 walked the streets of the big cities when 1™m
campaigning and any of us here have the capacity to look in the
eyes of our brothers and sisters. There®s a lot of people out
there who are hurting.

In this nation that at this time i1s so enveloped in fear
there are a lot of people who quietly bear a lot of pain and who
don"t have someone to talk to, who are experiencing various
degrees of mental difficulties and yet our society is callous
about this. The system I*m talking about will rapidly expand
mental health coverage so trained professionals will be there to
provide people with assistance. We have to understand the
relationship between mental health and physical health as well.
Mind and body, you cannot separate the two when you are talking
about the condition of health. We need to help people regain
their capacity to live healthy lives, regain their capacity to
have performance on the job that®"s unhindered by mental
difficulties and we have to do it in a compassionate way and as
president of the United States, 1"m going to put —- 1 will put



mental health treatment on par with any other kind of health
treatment and lift it up through the bill 1"ve talked about.

I need to meaning one thing, Ted, and that is that I"m going to
rally the American people to pass this legislation, to get the
congressional support to pass this legislation to create a
Medicare for all program, that is how you do 1t. You have a
president who reaches out and entrusts the people to move their
members of Congress to get the photos votes. This is how F.D.R.
got the New Deal. He told the American people: Give me a
Congress that will provide for you a New Deal and a huge
turnover came in the 1932 Congress. And I intend to take the
same approach to lift up conditions of healthcare iIn this
country which I see as being the No. 1 domestic priority. Thank
you.

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you.

[Applause]

This question comes from Madelyn who lives in Concord, New
Hampshire. She claims the Web sites of presidential candidates
include audio visual material that is not captioned and is not
accompanied by a transcript to a deaf or hard of hearing viewer
this is like showing a video with the sound turned off.

How do we get the presidential candidates to make their
television and Web site campaign materials accessible to people
with disabilities?

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: First of all, with respect

to my own campaign, | have talked to people who handle
technology on my campaign and they said that what we would need
to do, and you know, I would look for help on this, iIs to hire a

full-time transcriber. 1"m willing to do that. You have to --
the only thing I want to tell you is that unlike some of the
candidates who are, you know, raising 70 or 80 million, we are
still in our first million, however, I"m in fourth place in New
Hampshire and fourth place nationally --
( Applause )

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: Despite only spending a
million, so the answer is yes, 1°d like to do it. 1 also know
we solved the technological problem of -- I talked to my tech
guy and he said we worked to create something in line 22 of the
horizontal resolution, you camera men will know a little bit
about that, the transcripts are actually there but you have to
have a way of having someone transcribe them with fidelity so |
want to do this, it is one of the objectives of the campaign, we
don"t have it yet. It should be done and as our campaign grows,
this is one of the things that 1 absolutely want to do. It"s a
great i1dea and to have captioning of televised and audio visual
material.

Frankly, practically speaking, i1t"s politically smart so



it"s something that we certainly are working towards as our
campaign gains momentum and money I think we®"ll be able to do
it.

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you. This next question is from
Sheryl of Concord, New Hampshire, the Americans with
Disabilities Act was passed In 1990, yet 17 years later
nonspread noncompliance persists. What steps would you take to
ensure stronger enforcement of civil rights laws such as the
ADA?

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: Let"s talk about practical
aspects. You have curbside carriers, buses that do not want to
provide access, okay. | see this as being pretty easy,
actually.

Just suppose that we put an amendment in the transportation
bill that said that any state who receives transportation funds
must enforce the provisions of the ADA with respect to their
carriers. So then you would make receipt of millions, tens of
millions of dollars and maybe more, contingent on the
enforcement. See, that is one way you do i1t. 1 am -- there"s
other things, too, that relate to the ADA. We need to make sure
that if you are talking about public transportation as we build
our public transportation systems out, every public
transportation system must affirm before they get any kind of
support that they“re complying, full compliance with the ADA so
I would say you can in all cases improve compliance by tying the
receipt of federal funds in specific places to the compliance
with the ADA and then the states will be happy to take up the
enforcement.

Some might say it"s an unfunded mandate but the fact of the
matter is they wouldn"t be getting the federal funds unless they
were compliance so 1 think that works for everyone.

>> TED KENNEDY JR: The next question is something that we
would all like to know which §s: How can our community be more
effective i1In getting our messages across to candidates for
public office?

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: First of all, forums like
this are very important. Having the opportunity throughout my
career to reach out to people who are differently-abled, 1 feel
it"s first incumbent upon people who aspire to public office to
come to you | see groups from the paralyzed veterans, we"ve had
a very close relationship in Cleveland over the years, there are
groups here who represent many different communities and 1 have
worked with those communities over the years.

It first starts with the work the candidate must do and if
it"'s a lifetime of work, 1t"s a lot better because then when you
look out at the audience, you understand the amazing abilities
that are out here. You don"t have to watch a Daniel Day-Lewis



movie to understand that a person may be sitting in front of you
who represents amazing abilities, so what I would urge you to
do, first of all, is take the iInitiative to contact a campaign.
1*d be happy to have the help of the individuals in this room,
in New Hampshire and any other state you have influence iIn, to
help move the cause of all Americans forward. How would you
work In a campaign?

You can work in a campaign office, you can work in a phone bang,
by texting messages, you can work in standing there in going
door-to-door with literature, there are so many ways to
participate but 1t goes beyond that.

Our government and a Kucinich administration would want to
be home to people of many different abilities so we can be an
example of what"s possible. There are so many people waiting to
make a contribution to the nation and in so many different ways
or to the community but they need to know that there"s a leader
who sees the multi-dimension nalt of people, who sees that we
are more than our bodies, we are more than our eyes and our
ears, that there i1s a human heart which has tremendous potential
and 1f you have a leader who can see the potential in every
individual, that can translate into policies that call that
potential forward so for this came pain, 1 would ask you:

IT you want to be of assistance in any way, to either go down
the street to a Kucinich headquarters which is at the street
level and to visit or to go on the Web at Kucinich.U.S. and sign
up and to talk about the special abilities that you have in
communicating with various con state weekend sees. But I want
everyone here to know that in whatever way you are differently-
Abe pweld, everyone here is Abe pweld to be able to help make
this a great country through your participation and that"s why
for me to be here i1s just so wonderful and before I close, |
just want to add one word. Go ahead. Are we done now?

>> TED KENNEDY JR: We have time for one more question,
Congressman. This is from John Richards, he says: There are 5.3
million Americans living today who are disabled due to brain
injury. As you know, the issues related to brain injury have
received substantial media coverage and heightened awareness
recently with the war in lrag and the unfortunate number of
injured soldiers. What thoughts or plans do you have in
addressing these issues for civilians as well as the military?

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: Let"s first talk about the
military. This i1s a conference that deals with a specific
constituency but the truth is those young men and woman who are
serving who come home injured, some of them impaired for life
with brain injuries deserve a couple things. First of all, they
deserve a leader who doesn®"t send our young people into these
wars based on lies, | say we ought to bring all our troops home,



that"s No. 1!
[Applause]

>> CONGRESSMAN DENNIS KUCINICH: No. 2, how cynical can you
get? You say support the troops. Keep them there?

I don"t think so. No. 3, It"s iInteresting, we say support the
troops, keep them there, but when they come home, they don"t
receive the support.

We have so many troops coming home that they don"t get the
care they need, they don"t get mental healthcare, we saw the
stories out of Walter Reed, half a year ago, how people who were
critically injured were not getting the care they needed and had
long-term injuries and weren"t getting the care they needed so
we need to care for our soldiers. This is what Lincoln said, he
said care for those who have borne the battle. We need to
provide for long-term care. They were ready to put their lives
on the line. We have to put our resources on the line for them
when they come back.

Let"s talk about those who didn"t go to war and have brain
injuries. This 1s a huge problem because often families can"t
afford 1t. You know 1If you know any family where someone had a
traumatic brain injury, that it will totally exhaust the
family"s financial resources. So this is where the system that
I*m talking about, Medicare for all, H.R. 676, universal, single
payer, totally changes everything because people then get the
care they need.

What does that care include? 1t also includes helping them
to rebuild their lives. My wife, you know, who is here, she
worked for three years with a brain-injured person who was In an
accident through no fault of his own, he was a ski instructor,
very intelligent man and she provided assistance to him for
three years and that assistance wasn"t just care in the house.
She would take him out and go and visit.

People who are brain-injured should have a chance to have
some kind of life outside of where they are staying and we need
people who are paid to do that and the bill that I"m talking
about, the healthcare plan I"m talking about, provides for that
kind of care. 1t gives people a choice. It helps people rescue
a part of their lives. No one in America should ever be written
off. Something of God exists In every person. We need to
respect that. We need to call fort whatever it iIs that resides
in that person that responds to that spark of humanity that
spark of life. We need to elevate i1t and we need to lift it up
and we need leaders who see that in people and that®s what |
want to bring to the White House and that®"s what I"m asking for
your help in doing.

[Applause]
Thank you. Just one final story here. When years ago



there was a little boy who was six years old who started school
and when he had learned to read, by the time he was three and
when he got to the first grade, he was so excited to talk about
what he had learned. When he was called on in class right at
the beginning he stuttered. He stuttered so badly that no one
could understand him. This was 50 years ago and if -- and

more -- at a time when some children who stuttered were thought
also to have mental disabilities as well and because teachers
saw that this child may have had some other problems other than
stuttering, they saw that he received speech therapy for a
couple years and as a result, this little boy who if he hadn™t
had the help to deal with his stuttering problem could have just
been thrown aside like so many other children who have so many
difficulties that this little boy, because someone recognized
that if you gave this child help, that maybe he could be
somebody someday -

That was me many years ago. | understand what people go
through who just struggle to survive and | also understand that
when you get a little bit of help, what can happen.

Thank you very much!

[Applause]
[Background talking]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Please give Congressman Kucinich
another warm round of applause.

We"re going to take about a three-minute to five-minute break
before iIntroducing our next speaker.

>> 1*d like to ask everyone to return to their seats. For
our next presentation, If you could, 1 think 1t"s a good idea we
give the speakers a few minutes of in-between time between the
different presentations so they get a chance to meet and talk
with some of us face-to-face but in order to keep the program on
track and Sheryl is giving me the thumbs have up, 1°d really
like to ask everyone to take your seats again so | can introduce
the next speaker, representative David Bonior.

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Ladies and gentlemen, please take your
seats. Unfortunately, today, Senator John Edwards was unable to
be with us today, Senator Edwards is, as you all know, has been
a lifetime advocate for people with disabilities but he did send
in his stead his campaign manager, close friend, and former U.S.
representative David Bonior who himself has a long and
distinguished career of over 26 years in the U.S. house during
his time In Washington, Congressman Bonior served as both the
majority and minority whip and he has been a passionate crusader
for social and economic just particular and leader on issues
ranging from the environment, civil rights, jobs and fair trade
so at this point I would like to invite to the podium, and
please give him your undivided attention, our friend iIn the



disability community U.S. -- former U.S. representative David
Bonior.
Thank you for being with us today.

[Applause]

>> DAVID BONIOR: Thank you.

Thank you, Ted, for your very kind introduction, and good
afternoon to you all.

It"s an honor to be with you and I want to congratulate the
Granite State Independent Living and all the folks who have
sponsored this event. [It"s an honor to be here on behalf of
Senator John Edwards who extends his best wishes to you. He 1is
in South Carolina today with some unemployment issues, people
have have been put out of work, but he wanted to send his best
to you today.

I1"ve been working with the disabilities community for a

long time in the Congress, as Ted just mentioned, 1 worked with
Toni quell low, incredibly instrumental In passing the Americans
with disabilities act many years ago, | served on the board of

Gallaudet university iIn Washington, D.C. for 23 years, and as
you know i1t is the only of the world®"s only university for the
deaf and hearing-impaired. | signed up to work on John-®s
campaign because 1 know he and his wonderful wife Elizabeth
share my commitment to breaking down barriers for all Americans
so we all can live with dignity. 1 know the core issue of
John"s campaign, ending poverty, providing truly universal
healthcare, guaranteeing civil rights for every American, these
are the tools that we need to put together to make America
succeed and they are important to the $abilities community.

I want to tell you a story about why John Edwards is
running for president, a story that he tells almost at every
meeting he"s at, he tells 1t obviously much better than I will
but 1711 try to capture it for you.

Back in July, John took a tour of places that America has
really forgotten, places where poverty persists iIn America
today. That tour started in New Orleans, Louisiana, where we
actually kicked off the presidential campaign and It ended iIn
Preston Berg, Kentucky and some of you maybe remember that®"s the
place where Bobbie Kennedy gave his famous speech on the
courthouse steps 40 years ago.

We called that tour the road to one America, highlighting
the challenges we face to bridge the two Americas that divide us
as a country. Between Americans who have everything, who live
without worries and then everyone else, the vast majority of
Americans who live paycheck to paycheck or close to it. Along
the road to one America, John went to April pa laish cha and he
went to a town called wise, Virginia, a coal mining town and in
wise, John met a man by the name of James low. James had spent



the first 50 years of his life barely able to talk, almost
literally without a voice because he didn®"t have healthcare.

All he needed was a simple operation to fix a cleft palate that
a man In the rich chest country in the world could go unable to
speak for 50 years because he couldn"t pay $3,000 is something
that should outrage every American.

50 years because he couldn"t afford that operation in this
wealthy country of ours. We are better than that and America 1is
better than that.

The good news is thanks to the work of a nonprofit health
clinic James got that operation. But 50 years?

Why is John running for president?

To give a voice to James Lowe and every American, every American
who does not have a voice. They don"t have a voice because of
the system that we have now In Washington, D.C., a system that
IS corroded, corrupt, that doesn"t allow for those without a
voice or those who struggle with their voices to have a say iIn
Washington, D.C.

IT a system cared, we wouldn"t have 47 million people 1in
this country without healthcare. We wouldn®t have 37 million
people living in poverty and, yes, two out of three people with
disabilities | should say without jobs in this country. We
wouldn®t have any of that if the system worked for people.

John likes to say we still live in two Americas, one for
those who have the resource to get over any barrier and one for
everyone else struggling just to stay in place.

John Edwards® campaign is about building one America where
we all have an opportunity to succeed and to live and learn and
work with dignity. For Americans with disabilities, that starts
with the recognition that your right to be included in the
American dream is a civil right. John"s administration will
recognize and protect disability civil rights and will educate
schools, educate the health community, the business community,
on how not only to be accessible but also to be welcoming. They
have to learn to be welcoming. And as it so happens when John
was on the road to his one America tour, he met with men and
women who served by the center for independent living very close
by, junction center, Virginia and one of the untold stories in
America is the relationship between poverty and disability.

Nationally working-age Americans with moderate disabilities
are almost 30% more likely to live in poverty and those with
significant disabilities more than 225% more likely to live iIn
poverty. How we respond to this says everything about our
character as a nation. And as many of you know, John Edwards
started the center on poverty and work opportunity at the
university of New York. He has thought a lot about it, he has
proposed solutions, edited a book, he really cares about this



basic fundamental issue in America that"s related so much to
what we are discussing here today.

Let me talk to you a little bit about John"s plans. We
talked about some of the problems and aspirations and hopes and
dreams. The barriers that separate people with disabilities
from economic opportunity are some of the same barriers as |
said that divide the two meshtion. John believes In one America
where everybody has a chance to live up to his or her potential.
John has announced a series of proposals to break down the
barriers to opportunity at school, at work and at home. Let"s
take education.

Education is America"s sturdyiest ladder of opportunity.

It has always been that way and will be in the future but for
many of the more than five million school-aged children with
disabilities that ladder has several missing runnings in it. We
need to meet our responsibilities to provide appropriate
education for every child. John Edwards will put us on a path
toward fully funding the federal share of special education
costs. We said we would fund it at the federal level at 40%.
We are nowhere near that. We will move and move with dispatch
and alackry ti and passion to that goal and he will force and
enforce the right to receive free and appropriate education in
schools that are fully accessible.

That"s starting with quality early childhood education
inclusive of all children, regardless of disability or learning
style and continuing with individualized education programs when
requested and classroom materials and technology that are
accessible to all students.

Breaking down the barriers, transition barriers, an
appropriate education is the only starting place for the young
people, though. 1t"s not the only starting place. We need to
help young people with disabilities make that transition to
work. We lose far too many Americans with disabilities In the
transition from school to the workplace or higher education and
I can tell you that from having been on the board of gall Lew
day university that was one of the most difficult tasks we
faced, trying to create jobs and opportunities for people who
graduated from that university. That transition is terribly,
terribly important.

John has proposed a breaking down barriers initiative to
help high school and college students with disabilities find
intern ships and mentors. That"s something 1 did in my office
in Washington, D.C., try to provide that kind of opportunity for
our students from Gallaudet and got other offices engaged as
well. We want to do that so they can gain work experience,
skills and it would help them receive educational guidance while
obtaining skills and contacts for finding a job after they



graduate.

I want to talk to you about veterans. 1 want to say a
special word about this and we heard Dennis and I"m sure people
have talked about it all day. When I was In the Congress back
in the late "70s 1 formed a group called Vietnam Veterans in
Congress, | put this together, we were about 11 of us at that
time, we started to address the physical disability problem,
mental health problems of our Vietnam veterans and of course
also job opportunities, the whole gquestion of educate indication
natural opportunities, upgrading the GI bill, recognition of
them as a group, In a positive way, building the Vietnam
veterans®™ memorial. This Is a very important issue for our
country.

This is an issue 1 know John and Elizabeth have a very
special iInterest In because Elizabeth as you may know comes from
a Navy family. She traveled around the world, her dad was a
career Naval officer so they care about this issue and we owe a
special debt to veterans with disabilities.

But the Bush administration has been reneging on that debt.
They terminated the well-regarded program at the Department of
Labor that provides skilled training and job placement for
disabled veterans. John is going to restore that training
program for veterans with disabilities in this country. He also
has a plan to deal with the backlog of 600,000 benefit claims if
you can imagine that stacked up against the wall in the VA.

It"s an outrage our veterans come home to really poor
healthcare, okay, serious mental health problems, you probably
heard the figures today, about a third of them coming back with
that, head injuries which can lead acetoney can better tell you
to epilepsy and other serious health problems, they come back
and file a claim and i1t sits there day after day after day, week
after week, month after month, year after year.

We are gonna clean that up.

[Applause]

We"re gonna have a lot of veterans coming back soon when John
Edwards ends this war and they®re gonna need help, mental health
help, physical help, brain Injuries, post traumatic stress
syndrome. They"re gonna need help there. We"re gonna need to
give them the hero®s welcome they deserve and the help that they
need. John is not going to let us make the same mistake we made
with the Vietnam veterans. The veterans, the Edwards
administration will stand by our heroes. If you want more
information go to our Web site, John Edwards.com, click on to
issues and you"ll see something called veterans®™ i1ssues and we
put together the sacred contract. This Is our contract to those
who served our country and we"ll give you more information about
where we stand on these issues.



[Applause]

>> Let me talk about transportation. We have to make sure they
can get to the job once they get it and 1 know the numbers.

It"s 69% of people with disabilities say they have adequate ways
to get to work. That"s a lot of folks, 30 some% who don-t.

John Edwards will invest in accessible mass transit, improve
mobility for people with disabilities in rural areas and 1 know
that 1s a big issue here, especially in New Hampshire. We have
been thinking about how to do something like that. 1"m from
Detroit, my whole family grew up in the auto industry and we
have to convince Detroit to make an affordable vehicle that
meets the needs of people who use mobility devices like
wheelchairs. We have to get that done. 1It"s just outrageous
we"re 100 years now into the automobile and that has not been
done in this country and we need to get it done and also
increase funding and oversight for paratransit services as well.

I want to talk about opening up the workplace. | said i1t
before. Almost two out of three working age Americans with
disabilities don"t have a job and those with jobs face too many
discriminatory obstacles in the workplace today. The federal
government which should be leading on these issues is not even
helping. The percentage of federal employees with disabilities
has not increased In 20 years. 1In 20 years. The federal
government should be a model employer. We®re gonna do that.
John will lead the way to full inclusion by meeting the goal of
the executive order that would ask for 100 -- require 100,000
qualified individuals with disabilities in the federal work
force.

[Applause]

>> We can and we should and we will do this!
[Applause]

>> We"re committed to actively recruiting people with
disabilities and John Edwards will support tele communicating
and flexible work schedules to make this possible. He"ll also
partner with the business community to combat attitudes that
operate as barriers to employment in this country and finally,
John is going to create -- we talked about this not only at
these kinds of forums but all over the country -- we"ll create
one million stepping stone jobs to help individuals move iInto
permanent work and provide new employment opportunities with
people with disabilities in the United States.

A word about independent living. A word about independent
living. Now, all these things that 1 have talked about, planned
for, appropriations for education, breaking down barriers,
making transportation accessible, opening up the workplace, none
of it means that much if we don*t help people live
independently. This truly is the biggest challenge as we build



one America, to ensure every person with a disability is able to
succeed. For people with disabilities, living within your own
comment, it"s essential to job opportunities. Securing the
right to live independently with services and support is
essential to guaranteeing equal opportunity. John has proposed
a living with dignity initiative to reform Medicaid and Medicare
to enable to choose home-based care. This is going to be
harder --
(Applause)

>> We"re not under any illusions it will be harder to do in
rural areas but that means we"ll just have to work that much
harder to get it done. Doesn"t mean we can"t do it. Okay?
His initiative to create one million new section 8 affordable
housing vouchers will enable thousands of people to live
inaccessible integrated housing with a portion of the vouchers
benefitting people who make the transition from institutional
care to independent living. We"ll set aside thousands of
vouchers in that program to do that.
[Applause]

>>
>> We have to make sure HUD does their job to enforce these
housing requirements to help states do their jobs to comply with
the ol®™ many steady ruling, okay. Universe Sal healthcare. |
want to come back to James Lowe for a second because the issue
that James Lowe spotlights, healthcare, iIs going to be John"s
top priority when he gets to the White House, top domestic
priority when he gets there. He was the first kad with a
detailed plan for a truly universal healthcare plan. The Ffirst
candidate. Early last winter, he came out before any of the
other candidates and he had a way to pay for it. It"s
comprehensive, i1t covers mental health as well as physical
health, it has an option for public plan as well as private
plan. Where others followed, John Edwards led. He was the
first candidate, you can applaud for that, go ahead back there.
[Applause]
>> He was the first candidate to do that. He"ll stand up to the
big insurance companies and drug companies and challenge
Congress to get the job done done. What do I mean by he~ll
challenge Congress to get the job done?
We"ve been fooling around and 1 mean that In a very negative way
with this healthcare issue for far too long iIn this country.
Germany has had national healthcare since 1870. 1 live across
from Canada, they have had national healthcare and for years and
they love it and don"t let anybody tell you they don"t like it!
We can"t compete in the auto industry because our people are
paying, what, $1800 a car going into the health insurance for
the workers iIn the U.S. What does a car cost in Japan or in



England or Germany or Canada where they have universal coverage?
400 to 600. We are not competitive. We have to do this for
economic reasons, we have to do this for social and moral
reasons, we need to get this done and John Edwards is saying
this when he"s elected and he"s saying it to his own
administration, he"s saying this, you don"t pass this by July
20, of 29, six months into office, and that includes all my
appointees as well, then we"re gonna get rid of your healthcare
coverage as well. No excuse for politicians in Washington to
have healthcare while the American people don"t have 1t. That"s
a moral issue as well.

[Applause]

>> To me that issue defines why John is running for president.
John and Elizabeth decided in the quiet of a hospital room after
12 hours of tests and getting very bad news that they were going
to spend their lives doing something for all of those who do not
have a voice in our society today. They won"t go away quietly,
they will go out and fight for what they believe in. That"s
what makes life worth living, fighting and standing up for
something you care about, what you believe in.

[Applause]

>> John believes that i1t"s time for our party, the
Democratic party, to show a little backbone, show a little guts,
to stand up for the men and women who have no voice. For all of
you in this room who I know have grown so impatient and with
great justification at the lack of attention and the lack of
swiftness and the detowers the government makes when they know
they should be doing the right thing, 1 want to just ends with
the words from Galatians. Let us not lose heart in doing good
for in good time we shall reap 1T we do not grow weary.

We cannot grow weary. We are waiting for a leader who will
take us to where we need to go and I submit to you this
afternoon that John Edwards is that person. Thank you so much.
[Applause]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: We have time for one question. You
covered a lot of ground. Congressman Bonior. You do a good job
in representing the Edwards campaign.

This question here from Tim: We know there is a strong
connection between disability and poverty. Senator Edwards has
talked a lot about poverty in his campaign. How will his anti-
poverty campaign impact people with disabilities?

>> DAVID BONIOR: Well, Tim, 1 had mentioned some of the
pieces of course in my comments. It"s going to impact them in a
number of ways. It will deal with the question of healthcare,
okay, we"ll make sure that every American in this society has
universal coverage and healthcare, good healthcare and for those
on disabilities, that"s —- i1t will mean accessibility, it will



mean affordability, it will include all these pieces and we"ll
deal with the whole question of Medicaid and Medicare which is
too lengthy to bring up right now but 1 think a lot of you know
what I"m talking about and we"ll get real about that as well.
We" 1l deal with the whole question of transportation. One of
the big problems with poverty is people®s i1nability to get to
work, keep a job, okay. We"ll deal with the whole question of
making sure that those people who are providing care to our
brothers and sisters and family members are paid a decent wage!
All right?

So we can retain them. We"re gonna lose enormous amounts
of people in the next few years because we won"t be able to
retain them. The population of care will go up, and because of
the low pay, the inability of people to get a decent wage,
people caring for family members and fathers and mothers can®t
afford healthcare themselves because they don"t get i1t, that"s
unacceptable. There should be no such thing. John Edwards says

as the term working poor. If you®"re working, you shouldn®t be
poor in this country.
[Applause]

>> So we"ll deal with that. Some of the folks who work in
some of our institutional facilities making $7 or $8 an hour,
you can"t live on that. You can®"t provide for a family.

Reminds me of the old Abbott & Costello where Bud says, "I1f you
got 50 bucks i1n one pocket and a hundred in the other, what have
you got?"
Costello says, '"Somebody else®s pants.™

We have to put more money in the pocket, right?
[ Applause ]

>> We"re gonna work on that as well. There are many times
I talked about that would address the connection between poverty
and the disability community and we"re gonna work very hard to
correct them. Thank you so much.

God bless you all for what you do.

[ Applause ]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you, Congressman Bonior.

Please tell Senator Edwards he has a lot of friends here in
New Hampshire and thank you very much for taking the time to
come by our forum today.

We will move right into the next speaker because at 2:30 we
have Senator John McCain calling in on the phone so we need to
get ready and allow our next speaker adequate time to address
the audience.

At this point, 1 would like to introduce former Senator
Mike Gravel. He was born in Springfield, Massachusetts and he
attended schools in Springfield and he grew up there with his
brothers and sisters and the construction business and was very



active in local Springfield Massachusetts politics.

We"re very glad he chose to move out of Massachusetts and
not run against any Kennedys while he was there. Instead he
served in the Alaska House of Representatives and then
represented Alaska In the use senate. He"s running for
president. We are thrilled that you took the time to come with
us to visit with us today and we welcome you to manchester, New
Hampshire. Thank you very much.

[Applause]

>> SENATOR MIKE GRAVEL: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you
very, very much.

I was just telling him when -- 1 told him politely he"s
better-looking than his dad. 1 served with his dad all the time
we were iIn Congress but he"s got the same voice.

And he"s right, 1 left Massachusetts or | didn"t come back
because 1 was at Columbia and because 1 didn"t think I had a
prayer against the Irish and ltalians.

So being of sound mind 1 went to Alaska where 1 thought 1
might have a chance and as luck would have 1t, 1 got there and
12 years later 1 was sitting In the United States senate and
served two terms |I.

I want to talk a different approach and, truvtd me, my
seeing go is sufficiently intact that I don"t need a lot of
applause, so I would rather --

(Laughter)
-- that"s enough, now you"re done!
I want to take and see if I can be more informative about the

situation that you face. First off, | have a disability,
modest, very modest, I"m displex 6, severely and was held back
in school as a result of that. | didn"t find out about it till

my son had i1t and did something about i1t when I was In Congress
and threw some money at the problem.

The second i1s I now have a severe case of neuropathy and
I1"ve taught myself how to walk without a cane but I"m iIn better
shape than Jack Kennedy was when he became president and more
agile than F.D.R. when he became president of the United States.
Just a wee bit of history.

It was Bob Bartlett who was a delegate who helped bring
about statehood in Washington and had an assistant who happened
to be a paraplegic and this assistance was the one that

persuaded him to begin -- we"re going back now quite a number of
years, 50 years, to begin to put in some legislation and so it
was -- Bob had no particular affinity other than a sensitivity

to the situation and so this young man who later wrote a book
about Franklin Roosevelt was the one who got Bob to put iIn
legislation to begin the pioneering effort to recognize
disabilities In our society.



So 1 applaud him and applaud that initial effort that was tied
to Alaska but when I was in office, I was on the public works
committee and we did all sorts of things, your curb cuts and all
that, we were involved. 1 could stand here and tell you how
committed I am to your issues, and I am, there®s no question
about 1t, one of the things | had a person stop me yesterday
after | had spoken and he came up and says, he says, Senator, I
am taking care of my wife and 1"m broke and we can"t afford
anybody else.

Just dawned on me, obviously, obviously, this cries out for
a solution because who better to take care of another human
being than somebody you love. We don®"t provide a salary or an
income for that person when they do that. That"s a cost for
society and we must meet it.

I could go on and give you a whole lit any but John Bonior
has done a good job at that.

But 1 want to give you bad news. All the people running
for president of the United States can"t deliver on anything 32
telling you they are gonna do. They just can"t. We are
bankrupt as a nation. We have got a 50 to 70 trillion dollar
fiscal gap. Medicare and Medicaid in the healthcare, just
analyze the healthcare situation, the first off, the crisis is
coverage. We don"t cover, what, 50 million Americans and we
don"t cover even those that we do cover properly. You are
examples of that.

The second issue is the crisis Is Medicare and Medicaid are
just exploded and the country is going bankrupt on that basis
and then the third is the crisis we do in the economic area by
insisting that business carry the cost of Medicaid or of our
medical system. They have got no particular affinity in this

area. It"s an accident of history that took place so all we do
is by foisting it on them like they did In Massachusetts, you"re
just making them uncompetitive in the world. It almost comes

down to you can have a job but you can®t have healthcare, or you
can have healthcare but you can®t afford your job because we"re
not hiring because we"re not competitive in the world. This is
the kind of policy making we have at that level.

Let me tell you about that level. That is the level of
Congress. That is the level of representative government.

We need good people In Congress. There®s no question about
that. We have great people in Congress, but they have got some
thing that i1s a strike against them they cannot overcome and
that is the structure of representative government. That
structure i1s broken, broken, broken and i1t"s been broken from
the get-go. Don"t buy Into this we got to take our government
back. We never had our government. It was always in the hands
of our representative and many of them do the best they can but



the structure does not permit them to do what you need and now
let me tell you the way politicians work. You think -- I can
make a speech, any kind of speech you want, been there, done
that, and I could make a speech that will cause a standing
ovation, my God, this guy knows the answers.

Of course I do. We all know the answers. But stop and think.
Why 1 know the answers is | have i1dentified what your interests
is all about and 1 have presented i1t back to you In a dramatic
way and so you assume that because 1 can do that, that I must
know the answer. The problem is sometimes 1 do, sometimes I
don®"t, but iIn most cases | can"t do anything about it because of
the structure of representative government.

That is the reality that you have to face. So what is the
answer to that?

We got good people in elected office, we have some lousy, real
turkeys and neanderthals in office but here we are right now,
everybody i1s telling you what they will do for you and we are
about to go to war with Iran. Not enough that we"re gonna blow
maybe two trillion dollars of our treasure iIn lragq, and now
we"re talking about Iran and what do you think they®"re gonna get
your money to do anything?

I don"t know. [It"s not there. And they®"re passing that buck on
to our grandchildren. That"s what they"re doing.

They can make you all the promises you want. It sounds
good, but that"s not leadership. Leadership is to be able to
tell you not what 1 think you want to hear but what I think you
should know. That is leadership. That"s the part 1 want to
address.

You know your problems better than I will ever know them
and better than the Congress will ever know them so really we
have a situation where you either can go to representative
government, suck up to elected officials, hope they"ll be
responsive and act and then -- and they do. There"s been
progress made. There"s been progress made but it"s not enough.
There®s no reason why it shouldn®t be entirely addressed but
when we squander our money on the military industrial complex,
the top priority of this nation and this nation spends more on
defense than all the rest of the world put together, and people
like Russia and China are -- 4% and 3%, who on God®s green earth
are we afraid of?

That we would squander this degree of wealth that doesn"t do
anything but create violence, death and deformities?
[ Applause ]

>> There is an answer, it"s not all bad. You know
something?

The answer is you. That"s the answer. |If the structure of
representative government is broken, there®s only two venues to



correct it. You can"t correct it In the venue where the problem
lies because it"s been there for years.

So we have to move to what our founding fathers were
talking about right at the beginning. And that was to empower
the people to be able to make laws to choose the kind of
government they want to and subsequent generations. We are one
of those subsequent generations and we are bright enough to
understand the problem and can now do something about i1t because
technology i1s at hand to do just that.

Now, your constituency iIs unique because you identify as a
constituency, and I might say a very substantial constituency,
that you can identify with the problem, so if I can empower you
to make laws just like I can -- like the Congress is empowered
to make laws, then all of a sudden you can coalesce as a
constituency and get your agenda through.

But you do i1t, you do it and you"ll have allies in the Congress
that will feed you the stuff but you know 1t, you know the
research, you can do the research and get the funding. What I™m
talking about is a piece of legislation that took me ten years
to write and that"s the national initiative for democracy, a
federal statute that permits you to make laws just like the
Congress makes them. I have taken those -- that procedure,
tweaked It so you can make laws iIn every jurisdiction.

The technology is there to do and so what you need to do is
being empowered so you can wait, you can lobby but I"m just
telling you, you have more power in your constituency than you
can even think of by what you can coalesce.

[ Lost audio feed momentarily ]

>> So there"s a whole host of other constituents in this
country. You can change i1t, believe me, the Congress can®"t nor
can people get elected to president because they have to go to
Congress to get the wherewithal to do it and to Congress does
not have the wherewithal to write that check for you.

Again, let me repeat as I close, I"m asking you to share
the responsibility with me of trying to change the paradigm.

I"m bringing the people into the operation of government.

Thank you very much.

[Applause]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you, Senator. That was certainly
very thought-provoking and 1 thank you for sharing your thoughts
and opinions with us.

I would like to ask a couple questions. These questions
have been submitted by the audience. This one is submitted by
Roberta Gallant, that"s you!

All right. This is your question, Robertal
I have a T-shirt like that.
>> TED KENNEDY JR: Roberta wants you to talk about a



person with a disability in your life and what you have learned
from him or her.

>> SENATOR MIKE GRAVEL: The person with the disability
that 1 want to talk about, 1 alluded to it, was myself and it"s
a modest one. Secondly, and 1 have learned what 1 have learned
from that i1s will. Will and discipline and being prepared to
recognize that whatever you do in life, you pay a price for it.

The other is I have -- 1 had a nephew who was a hemophiliac
and he got bad blood and developed AIDS and died at 16. You may
know him. His name was Will Demeters and he was taken up by the
Red Sox and he was their mascot and used to play the bugle at
their games. And he was very close to Paul Newman and 1 got
exposed to what Paul Newman has been doing for the disadvantaged
children who are terminal and every time | talk about i1t, 1 just
get very emotional.

Paul Newman, to show you how personal 1t was, when this kid
was dying, Paul would call him probably every other day and they
would wager on something and then Paul Newman always managed to
lose and so he would take a half a dollar, put it or paste it on
a piece of paper and send i1t Federal Express to my nephew who
would collect the half dollar for winning the bet.

This 1Is -- what they have done with Hole In The Wall Gang and
parents and rehabilitation that is all involved with that, and
this kid"s parents, his father couldn"t work, he had cancer,
throat cancer, my family is not wealthy, I"m not wealthy, but
we"re, you know, real Americans so we have led the ordinary
life. 1 still do.

I1"11 make a statement on this. You know, you judge a
civilization by how it treats its seniors, how It treats its
children, and how it treats its veterans. Our civilization
fails grossly on all three counts!

Next question.
[Applause]

>> Thank you, Senator. Courtney Turner of New Hampshire
asks: Colleges and university aren®t competing for students with
disabilities like they are for other underserved populations.
How can we get colleges and university to proactively recruit
and serve students with disabilities.

>> SENATOR MIKE GRAVEL: Real simple. 1 want you to be
empowered to make laws and you"ll do it. 1711 help lead you as
your legislative leader but you can do it. All you have to do
IS have the power to do it. This iIs not magic. This iIs magic.
IT you want somebody up here to promise the moon to you, fine, 1
can make those kind of speeches,off time for that. Not at my
age.

>> Well, am 1 on?

Thank you. This is the final question.



Peter Darling of Warner, New Hampshire asks: How would you
expand employment outcomes for people with disabilities and
remove disincentives to work present in the Social Security
system?

>> SENATOR MIKE GRAVEL: Here again, the answer is with
you, not with me. Our Social Security system, you hear all
these politicians say what they®re gonna do, they"ve been
raiding the Social Security system for the last 50 years.

That®"s the reason why we won®"t have any money down the road to
meet the obligations. They raid it every year, plus put a
little bond in a lock box with a lousy rate of interest and
people aren®t any the wiser.

You don"t hear anybody in the Congress talk about that.
That is part of the problem. Here, too, if you are equipped to
deal with these problems you are the authorities in on this
subject. Not the Congress, and the people in Congress who do
provide leadership like Ted here is because he"s felt the pain
of disability.

So that"s where the leadership comes from, and it comes
from you and those who know firsthand so all we have to do is
the people who understand, the people who have the brain power,
the people who have the commitment, they have to be empowered to
do something about it and if we do do that, we"ll see see
solutions, because politicians want to tell you what you want to
hear, vote for me, 1°11 give you everything you want.

IT you buy that, then you deserve the government you get. Thank
you very much. Thank you, Ted, for your leadership in this
regard.

[Applause]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you, Senator Gravel, for joining
us all the way from Alaska. Welcome to New Hampshire. We loved
having you at the forum today, did we not?

Please give the Senator another warm round of applause.
[Applause]

Is Mike Denahy in the room?

Mike i1s -- we are wailting to get confirmation that Senator
McCain is on the phone and at that point Mike is going to
introduce Senator McCain and Mike is the campaign manager in New
Hampshire for McCain for president but he is also very
knowledgeable about Granite State Independent Living through his
own life.

111 let him tell you about that. But we will just pause
for a brief moment here until we get Senator McCain confirmed
that he 1s on the phone ready to talk at which point we"ll turn
the program over to Mike. Thank you.

[Short break]
>> TED KENNEDY JR: Senator McCain®"s leadership on



disability issues, he"s been a champion for veterans, champions
for veterans with disabilities and served on the board of
Gallaudet, he was one of the co-authors of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the list goes on and on, and I1*d let him speak
for himself but in the meanwhile 1711 introduce to you his
campaign manager here in New Hampshire, Mike.

>> Good afternoon, everyone, 1°m Michael Denahy and I"m an
advisor to Senator John McCain but I don®"t stand before you as
just an advisor, 1 stand before you as a very proud father of a
six-year-old son with Down®"s Syndrome. 1°d be lying to you if I
told you 1 knew much about the disabilities community seven
years ago before my son was born but when we were blessed with
our son Liam, my wife and I threw ourselves in the great
organizations that help bring about awareness of people with
disabilities and particularly my wife became the president of
the northern New England down syndrome conference and we started
the first-ever buddy walk five years ago and i1t"s been a
successful event every year since.

I tell you all this for a few reasons. First, 1 have known
John McCain for nine years and he brought my wife and 1 together
back in 2000 so I owe him a great deal for my wife and my two
beautiful boys.

Second, John and Cindy McCain were the very first financial
supporters of the Buddy Walk in New Hampshire in 2002 and they
are supportive of the National Down®s Syndrome Society in
Washington. They have always been there for our help and
support and they are supporters of nonprofits all across their
home state of Arizona.

John McCain is a wonderful and caring man. He"s a talented
leader and a candidate for president who has laid out a strong
vision for our country and he will be the best president these
United States have seen in generations. | am very proud to call
John McCain my friend.

Ladies and gentlemen, by telephone, please welcome Senator
John McCain.

[Applause]

>> SENATOR JOHN McCAIN: Thank you, Mike, and thank you for
that kind and generous welcome.

Thank you for your participation In this important
gathering. 1It"s probably one of our fundamental Judeo-Christian
valued obligations to care for those who in our society who need
to be given an opportunity to have a full and complete life and
that"s what you are all about and I want to thank Andrew and
Clyde for the opportunity to do this by telephone and to the
American Association of People with Disabilities and the granite
state living center the best of luck with their efforts and
thank you for all you continue to do.



You know America is built on the freedoms that constitute
the core of our values. Those with disabilities are no less
entitled to these freedoms. The private ballot 1s an iImportant
part of those freedoms and we have a bill In 1998 to ensure
people with disabilities could get into polling places and vote
in private. That bill became part of the disability provisions
that eventually ended up in the Help America Vote Act. Some of
us worked together on a national coalition to pass that
legislation. [I™"m particularly concerned today that we honor or
commitment to the veterans who have fought for this country.
They are the finest generation and the care of those wounded iIn
battle should be nothing less than the best.

Just give me a minute and I would like to just say that our
veterans healthcare is not what we want it to be, to say the
least. The scandal that was uncovered by the media was a
disgrace and I"m happy that Bob Dole, a great war veteran of
World War 11 and Donna Shalala, former health of human services
came up with a set of recommendations that I think are important
to improve veterans®™ healthcare.

I hope you will all contact our members of Congress and say
get that wounded warrior act passed so we can start taking care
of our veterans.

George Washington in 1789 said the willingness with which
young people will have to defend their country will be directly
related to how veterans of present wars are being treated. We
are not getting them the care they need and 1 want to thank the
VA for their hard work, their treatment of combat-related
disease -- excuse me -- combat related wounds, the obviously the
PTSD which will be a big problem but one of the many mistakes
we"ve made iIn the war in Iraq is we didn"t plan on the number of
wounded brave young Americans who would come home and need
treatment.

I will promise you as president of the United States I°11
give that my highest priority and I know that no matter how we
feel about the war in lrag, we are united in our commitment to
caring for these brave young Americans.

I just want to finally add a few more points very briefly.
The problem with healthcare in America is not the quality of
healthcare and we have to reform the way we spend money and the
dollar healthcare dollar spent in hospitals, nursing homes and
other institutions, we can provide better care and lower costs
by utilizing preventive methods to keep citizens in their homes.

We must reward coordinated care and care management
programs that provide superior care for chronic conditions.
Those conditions are central to the rising costs and in addition
we can aggressively reform insurance laws and medical
regulations to ensure vigorous competition that delivers



insurance, drugs and other therapist in more convenient settings
and at lower costs. |1 want to thank you for your advocacy for
our citizens who are amongst our finest and greatest.

I want to thank you for providing an opportunity for every
American to go just as far as their ambitions will take them.
Some of the greatest love and affection that 1 have given or
been honored to have in my life is by Americans who have had to
overcome great challenges and since the Americans with
disabilities act was enacted, many Americans have responded
positively and creatively, the country has become more
accessible for people with a broader area of disabilities and
who now have greater opportunities than ever before.

We obviously need to continue, we need to make sure that
the ADA i1s enforced everywhere, we need to see where there needs
to be additional Improvements and changes made and that®s why
you are doing what you are doing while you are here where you
are, because you are serving a cause far, far greater than your
self interest and 1"m honored to be in your company and honored
to know you and most of all on behalf of millions of Americans
who can"t say thank you today, please accept my heartfelt
thanks.

Thank you and God bless.

[Applause]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you very much, Senator McCain.

Are you still there?

I guess not.
I did have a couple questions to ask Senator McCain that
were generated by the audience. 1 think you should just know

about them and Guy woodland of Concord asks about commitment to
accessibility to the deaf and hard of hearing, telecommunication
and technology.

This is an area of leadership from Senator McCain and 1
think he should be recognized for that. He"s been -- he"s taken
a particular interest on telecommunication and technology people
facing with disabilities. Too bad he wasn®"t here because he has
shown a unique knowledge and interest together with all of us.
So we are almost at the end of the program. This has been a
fantastic day.

Before | ask Keith Jones, Keith, are you ready to come back
up?

Do we want to listen to some more inspiration from Keith Jones?
( Applause )

>> TED KENNEDY JR: 1711 ask Keith, this is what®"s gonna
happen so everyone knows what will happen. Keith will come up
for about 15 more minutes at which point we"ll have a closing
remarks and end the program at around 4:10 or so. Did I get
that correctly, Clyde?



All right. Okay. So that"s the -- please stay, share some
final moments with Keith, final thoughts wrapping up the day and
then everyone, the program will formally conclude in about 25
minutes. Thank you very much.
[Applause]

>> Can you hear me?
Did everybody get coffee?
Did you get your extra shot of caffeine?
First let"s give a round of applause to all the sponsors and
everybody who showed up because this was really important today.
[Applause]
>> | was sitting over there, thinking, 1 was like, how -- I told
you a couple stories earlier and I"m gonna tell you one now,
maybe one or two, that inspired me to do what I"m thinking about
doing and I can"t tell you publicly because it"s not quite yet
time, however, i1t"s gonna be something that hopefully we can
elevate and take leadership to the next level.

I*m from St. Louis, Missouri. How many people know where
that 1s?

I hope you know where Missouri is. St. Louis iIs iIn there and
I"m a cardinals fans so you know I like y"all because 1 told you
in public. Who is a Red Sox fan?

[Applause]

>> Thank you for holding our trophy for us. We"ll be back
next year to claim it. 1 was sitting listening to people and
thinking when 1 was in school, back in the "70s, 1 am kind of
telling you my age, | used to watch commercials look for the
union label you can grow up and do anything you wanted to do and
I always had that dream, 1 was like, oh, man, I"m gonna grow up
and be a rock star, gonna be rich and have a big car and a lot
of people who are scurrying around my feet doing whatever 1 say.
Unfortunately, 1 have not quite hit that mark yet but I*m this
close.

So -- but I was thinking, and I remember going to school
and we were talking about the keys to getting to success and the
keys to success beilng educate case and one of the things 1 work
for in my alternate life is full education for all students,
particularly students with disabilities because if you don"t
have an education, 1t leads to poverty and when you lead to
poverty, you have no hope.

I remember going to school and when 1 went 1in upstate New
York right around the time of the educate every child, 1 half
the day I went to special school and the other half of the day I
went to the regular school. In upstate New York there were like
I was one of the -- 1 was the only child that was a person of
color and with a disability in the entire school, so I can tell
you that every day was interesting, to say the least, and my



mother got tired of picking me up in the principal®s office
because 1 would express how interested 1 was!

(Laughter)

And so 111 leave that to your imagination. There was one day I
was standing in line and 1 don*"t know If was 1 was just popular,
we were standing in line and I don"t know 1f anybody went to
public school, remember they used to serve the cakes like you
would pay 25 cents to get your dessert and 1 always wanted the
corner piece of cake because 1t was the best piece of cake iIn
school. And 1 would count how many people were in front of me,
one, two, 3, and iIf they take that corner we"re gonna fight!

And every time 1 got right to the line it would be one slice and
the corner and without fail, the person in front of me would get
the corner and 1*d just think son of a -- 1 knew that word at
12, so!

I kept getting mad and one day I told them, I said I can"t get
the corner and she says what are you talking about?

I"m like, the corner, don®"t you understand this stuff, that"s
the best part of the cake. She was like, listen, 1If you want
the corner, you have to go get the corner, you can"t hope that
somebody will leave the corner for you. You have to go get it.

Well, 1"m an ingenuous child, as my aunt would say,
obnoxious, but I figured out if I waited for the person right
before me, 1 could sneak around "em and get the aide to get the
cake, I would say, excuse me, Mary, | want that one and without
doubt, without fail 1 would always not get the corner of the
cake because my temper would flare up and my mother would come
pick me up from the principal®s office.

But, you know, back then they were saying he has emotional
disturbances and I said no, 1 don"t have no he more than natural
disturbances, | just want the cake.

So you could see how people would do that so when I got to high
school my first year in high school, my teacher took me around
and she"s like, ladies and gentlemen, this i1s Keith Jones and
she"s like, he"s so talented, he"s so smart and then she would
pat me on the head.

Okay, deep breath. Remember, we centered our khi, OM, and
then we go to the next teacher. So this i1s like Keith Jones and
he graduated and isn"t he so smart and so cute and she would pat

me on the head again. 1 said, okay, you got one more time.
Because down south, if somebody who is not African-American
patted you on the head, it was a sign of good luck. I thought
the lady was trying to hit the lottery. | didn®"t know what the
hell she was doing.

(Laughter)

>> So | would express this to her in colorful terms and
they said he needs to see the school psychologist like, no, 1



just don"t want you to pat my head and again, you know, being a
child with a disability he really doesn"t know what he wants.
He doesn”"t know what he wants, just wants to be -- he"s acting
out. So apparently my acting out affected the whole class. So
they sent me to the school psychologist and then the school
psychologist came to the entire class and stood up in front of
the class and now he had the best fashion sense 1 could ever
imagine, he has brown Hush Puppies, plaid pants and a lime green
sweat and a corduroy jacket with the elbow patches, you know
what I"m talking about. That is a hottest look going and 1 was
so jealous because 1 couldn™t fit the jacket.

He stood in front of the class and said what do we all have
in common?
We all looked. We looked. Color?
Well, 1 don"t know what -- he said we"re all cripple. | said
are you kidding me?
This 1s the school psychologist. Just standing in front of me
and say we"re all crippled. This is the school psychologist.
I*m like, maybe he needs to be getting therapy and we need to
stand 1n front of him and say, listen, our physical shell does
not define who we are. It is not who we are. 1 know it ain"t
who 1 am, although I am very pretty!
And 1 would say this because I couldn®t understand how he was,
the school psychologist and the teacher would agree we both --
the only thing we had in common was the fact that we were
cripple. We didn"t define ourselves that way. And 1 would play
this over and play this over so me and my friends, you know,
boys hit 16 and the testosterone shoots off the chart, you know
when you hit 16 you ain®"t got no sense so we would go out and do
what 16-year-old boys do and as we"re out there, there was this

lady, she had one of those -- she came to me and said I love
you, | want to pray for you. 1 want to heal you and give you a
new body. 1 said are you kidding?

I just looked at her. So she prayed and she prayed and she
prayed and she prayed and she said hallelujah and 1 stood up to
say thank you, Jesus and she looked and her Bible was like, it
works!

(Laughter)

>> | deepened her faith that day. 1 deepened her faith.
She was like, she kept going up to other people in wheelchairs
and praying for them and she would stand back and wait for them
to jump out out of the wheelchair and she couldn®"t figure out
why it didn"t work anymore.

It just showed me even people who are supposed to feel for
you still see you in the way that is not you. 1 think that"s
what this whole thing is about, it"s not to see us the way you
think we are but see us the way we are. We are people Tirst, we



have disabilities second. We are people first.

[Applause]

That stuck with me because I -- you go to church and everybody
is praying and the pastor would come over, oh, my God, Lord is
gonna give you a new body. Why do I need a new body? What"s

wrong with this one?

>> No, Lord, we have your new body waiting for you in
heaven. All you have to do is pray for forgiveness, for the
sins of your mother.

>> | said, did you just talk about my mama?

And then at that point everything went black and -- 1 couldn®t
believe it, so people are just running up to me saying the
strangest things. The strangest things.

In the last two stories | want to tell you is | was coming
home from the Red Sox game so you fans will appreciate that,
they were rowdy, he think 1t was right after they beat the
Yankees --

[ Applause ]

>> | knew y"all would like that part -- so we"re getting on
the train and it"s like go, the Yankees suck, Yankees suck and
then there"s this one guy and one guy who used wheelchair, you
know they are sacred to you, when people start leaning on your
chair, they violated your space. The guy starts leaning on my
chair and I*m being nice to him, he leaning again, 1'm like,
dude, I"m getting a little uncomfortable because he®s not
attractive,

[Laughter]

>> He didn"t even have the decency to ask me my first name
or offer me a drink or anything. He had no pickup lines at all
so we"re sitting there and the train is going and I notice that
he is slightly in inebriated and that"s an understatement. And
he says, brother, oh, my God, you are an inspiration to me. He

starts crying. 1°m like, why are you crying?

He"s like, you just don"t understand. 1 look at you and in
your condition and 1 thank God that it is not me. I"m like,
again, we center our chi, ohm... because if 1 knew 1 got violent
you knew who was gonna get arrested, so | just kind of went
there and as the train goes, we stopped, | kinda started

getting, man, get off me, I push him a little bit and he leans
this way and then he comes back.

He gets on one knee and gets this close and says, brother,
I love you. And grabs my face and tries to kiss me on the
train. | was like, are you kidding?
Well, at that point 1 just knew I was sexy to everybody!
So 1 was quite comfortable with my attractiveness. However,
this was not the person I wanted to have grab my face and
kissing me on the train because he did not look like Halle



Berry. And he®"s grabbing my face and just, 1"m like, are you
absolutely kidding me that you can grab my face and you can look
at the people on the train because they didn"t know what to do.

They were like, oh, my God, should we help the guy. They
thought maybe we were having a lovers® quarrel, no, 1t"s not
that serious and 1f 1t was 1 wouldn®"t have this look on my face.
And it just -- he literally -- after 1 shoved him off, | said
what the hell is wrong with you?

He said, why?

You don®"t want me to help you. 1 just feel so bad for you and 1
was like, why are you feeling bad for me?

I could not figure out why he felt so bad. Then 1 realized he
felt bad because he was not me. He felt bad because he didn"t
have my swagger, he didn*"t have my style, he didn"t have my
attitude, he didn"t have my hope, my dreams nor my ambitions.
All he had was a 40-ounce and a bad attitude.

I said, okay, and when he got off the train everybody
looked at me like are you okay and 1"m like now you“re
concerned?

You are about eight stops too late. You could have jumped In at
any time when the dude was trying to kiss me on the train and 1
could not -- I™"m sitting there trying to understand at what
point in my life did 1 become so attractive that drunk people
just have to accost me on trains?

[Laughter]

I just couldn™t understand and it kept going back and forth to
this one like okay, how do we do this?

How do we move from a point of pity to acceptance?

How do we get from the point of people feeling like they need to
cure me to just letting me be who I am?

I been struggling with that part ever since but 1t reminded me
that no matter what we are, how we got here or what we do, It is
about what we are going to do.

It"s about how we will enlighten and engage and go forward
with the community. We ain"t going nowhere and if we go
anywhere, 1t"s hopefully to Jamaica because they have really
good drinks and the beach is absolutely wonderful. And so those
kind of things are where we stand now and so 1 hope that today
we take what we learned, you take the energy, take all the
messages and don®"t look at the candidate because they are
attractive or because they sound good, or they have a million
dollar smile but because they understand the issue and are
committed and help us move forward.

Thank you so much for listening. You guys have a great
day. [Applause]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you, Keith!

I*"m looking forward to following Keith"s career. 1 know that he



is gonna go places because he really is a star. Thank you,
Keith.

And I want to thank all of you. At this point really we
have no more formal business | want to ask Andy to come to the
stage, 1 know Clyde i1s coming.

In all honesty, 1 think we should all be really, really
pleased with what happened here today and it happened because
all the different groups got together, you were calling these
candidates, the groups were calling iIn, encouraging these
candidates to attend and it really was a group effort and I
think we"l1l be -- 1 was just told by one of the press people she
had a legal pad with two pages completely filled out full of
news organizations that were here and I think that"s terrific
and we should just build on this momentum and I"m so pleased to
be able to be here today in Manchester with all of you and 1
look forward to working with you guys in the future.

Andy, please.

[Applause]

>> Thank you, Ted, and let me just say on behalf of all the
national sponsors how much we appreciate Granite State
Independent Living and all the folks from New Hampshire who came
out today.

[Applause]

>> Thank you. For people that want to get more detail on
where the presidential candidates stand on disability issues, we
submitted questions to all campaigns, we have posted them on our
Web site at AAPD.com, while you are there, please sign up and
become a member of AAPD. We want everybody in this room to
join. Join the other national groups, too, like the National
Council on Independent Living while you"re at it and let me just
close by saying that today was about civil rights and one of the
things 1 like to do when 1"m with a group of disability
advocates 1s say what do we want and have you say civil rights.

What do we want?

>> Civil rights.

>> When do we want i1t?

>> Now.

>> What do we want?

>> Civil rights.

>> When do we want it?

>> Now.

>> Thank you. Please join me in welcoming Clyde Terry.
[Applause]

>> Okay. Before we close the program, I do have a gift

that 1°d like to present to Ted since he sort of was up here
volunteering and under the hot lights all day.
>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you, Clyde.



>> A little memento of the New Hampshire primary and for
your good work with us. Thank you so much.
[Applause]

>> TED KENNEDY JR: Thank you, thank you very much.

>> This morning we said this was a ground-breaking event
and you were part of something historic. It was not only the
people In this room that made this event successful but with the
new technology we reached out at one point to well over 450
sites across the country and some of those sites had 30 people
watching at once so if we do a little bit of math we really made
a difference today and got our message across. So it Is our
dream and indeed I think a reality that if we can take the
momentum and come together as a coalition, whether you are from
UCP or from the NFB or from AFB, whatever acronyms they are, we
share a common goal and that goal is dignity, respect, equality,
opportunity and access for everyone. Our agenda, the disability
agenda, Is America®s agenda. |If we can solve the problems we
face so that we can be competitively employed, we can solve the
problems so everyone can be employed.

IT we can solve the problems of the people with disabilities
getting from here to there with accessible transportation, we
can solve the problems for everyone In America having accessible
transportation.

That is our mission. We"re not a special interest group,
we are America“s group and you should be proud of it and be
proud to be part of this community.

Thank you all for coming and have a great weekend!

[Meeting concluded at 5:30 PM CDT]
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